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Name: Nanao IWASAKA
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Affiliation: Cultural Property Department, Nara Municipal Board
of Education
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Position: Director, Listed Cultural Property Division
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Areas of Specialty: Japanese Folklore (Festivals and Folkloric
Performing Arts Primarily in Nara Prefecture)
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EZERNBDT IS4 Outline of Lecture Content

1. [ZL&IZ Introduction B
2. BAE DR History of the On-Matsuri Festival
(1)&FB Xt &L E1EF Kasuga Shrine and Kofuku Temple
(2) BAEDIRFEYMNSIEMET

From the Beginning of the On-Matsuri Festival until Modern Times
(3) X LLF% From Modern Times onward
3. BALRDEEE L4 Overview and Characteristics of the On-Matsuri Festival
4, HAERDIELVF On-Matsuri Festival Organizers
(NBREDHARDIELVFE Current On-Matsuri Festival Organizers
(2) BAZIRTES The On-Matsuri Preservation Association

(3) 1RTFE D E 7% E Main Activities of the On-Matsuri Preservation
Association

5. BARDIREZOHSHSEDREE
Future Issues Concerning the Preservation of the On-Matsuri Festival
6. £& & Conclusion

The Kasuga Shrine and Kasugayama
Primeval Forest were registered as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1998.

(XL &I(Z Introduction

BASREAAMOESEEMEOSRIL

The On-Matsuri is a festival of the Wakamiya Shrine, an auxiliary shrine of the

Kasuga Shrine
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Main Shrine of the Kasuga Shrine ~ *
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BAFDEE(T)

History of the On-Matsuri Festival (1)
o HEHK#IF768F(CEIE

Kasuga Shrine was constructed in 768

e ZEA#MLEBEFORNENY
Deep link between the Kasuga Shrine
and Kofuku Temple

o Z=2t(X11354IZ
BliE,

Wakamiya Shrine was constructed in 1135 § :

BARIT11364F(C
18FED,

The On-Matsuri Festival was first held
L ‘ it
Wakamiya Shrine

BAFEDER(2)

History of the On-Matsuri Festival (2)

c BARIFBREBFNEELLRY
The On-Matsuri, Festival is held by the Kofuku Temple

« tHICEEHE. BIFARYZEER,

In modern times, the shogunate also provided support
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BATDESRE(3)
History of the On-Matsuri Festival (3)
o PABREBASEGORADGE

The greatest threat to the continued existence of the On-Maturi Festival occurred during the Meiji
era \

= BIABUFOSREBEEE The Meiji Government’s policy towards religion
#1553 B <5 (1868) Shintoism and Buddhism Separation Decree (1868)
= HMITEBRBD A=5IZEDHEE Organizations created by local citizens of Nara:
EEHES(1873) FERBERER(1898)
Wakamiya Sewa-kata (1873); Wakamiya Saimu-iinkai (1898)
FREBRERLEICHEE(1951)
Designation as a Nara Prefecture Intangible Cultural Asset (1951)
= JEMXALEHTETE (1954) =
Selected as an Intangible Cultural Heritage (1954)
 [FEHEERASZDHEZRIEEZERRBXLIICIEE (1979)
“Performing Atrts of the Kasuga Wakamiya On-Matsuri” designated as a significant
intangible folk cultural asset (1979)
HAFB50E%2(1985)
850t anniversary of the On-Matsuri Festival (1985)

BAFEDE

Overview of the On-Matsuri Festival
7H18B HRWEE

July 1: Yabusame Sadame (Horse-riding and arrow shooting contest)
10A1H #MBHEE \

October 1: Nawamune-sai (Sacred Rope Ritual)

BIRATRR R DEY FHRAT
Otabisho (portable shrine) ceremony-style festival Otabisho

R

Nawamune-sai .
Kari-Goten 8
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12A18 ERBY-HEAY
December 1: Shozoku-tabari and Shojin-iri

128158 KBHRE

December 15: Oshukusho-sai

12816H BHE&
December 16: Yoimiya-sai

BEYITHIDER

Costumes for the Owatari Procession

BITITE BUTITE

Yutate-Gyoji (Boiling Water Ritual) Yutate-Gyoji (Boiling Water Ritual) 9

128178 BAZR

December 17: On-Matsiri Festival

12H18H #%EfE

December 18:; Goen-noh

HIEYTI HiEY ﬁﬁU

Owatari Procession ——Owatari Procession "
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MO TKDOHER Children participating
ip.the Matsu-no-shita-shiki hie

=

R A g
Miko-Kagura

Bugaku (court music and dance)
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BAFEDHENFE(T)

On-Matsuri Festival Organizers (1)

o BEDSARDEGENFE,

HEHX#-ZS=REFEAK-BARRESR
Currently the main organizers of the
On-Matsuri Festival are the Kasuga
Shrine, various performing arts
preservation societies, and the
On-Matsuri Preservation
Association.

FHX#
Kasuga
Shrine

=REEAR
Performing
arts group

On-Matsuri
Preservation

Society
18
S $ 7— AN L
Organizational Structure of the On-Matsuri Preservation
Association
2R-EIER
President/
Vice-President
I T == 1
N o — eI E_HXFER
Gﬁ{‘ﬁ?§§ﬂg . gls‘ fc%v’ifii 2nd Activ’;ies
eneral Affairs LHREES . Committee
Committee Public Relations Committee
e Commitee BV B ER- 55
Overall control RERED @ ﬁ*f?gg}@ﬁ@ : on Matﬁr/i"fﬁfﬁiﬁvmes
=, - P ontrol o )watarl procession -
=it Publicity activities Revival of wraditional svents in local commercial districts
Accounting
14
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REZDHELIEEE
Main Activities of the On-Matsuri
Preservation Society

e BEYTIDE
Staging of the Owatari Procession
o BEIEX

Revival activities

Nandaimon
Kyomyo-no-gi

FILT

Retsu-tate

s &
Shimadai

BASREDHS DS HRDEHE

Future Issues Concerning the On-Matsuri Festival

* BERANDXMRNTEDRE

Countermeasures against rain have been an issue in recent years.

HIRAT Otabisho

16
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F &6 Conclusion

e ZO8YE, 12HRIZLHIBEIN - S RER KT ELILTH D,

SERQIFCH DO (BRARFR) (&, RYUFHTDSZ THREIC ‘EEL,T—E#HJ?'C Z D
HIcEZBEmEATFIBRIIC %*Lﬁ%ﬂ@f.&)(-/ﬁﬁb

The On-Matsuri began at the beginning of the 12t century and is a representative festival of
Nara. The beginning of the modern era (Meiji era) posed threats to the festival’s
continuing existence, and the people of Nara worked actively to maintain the festival
during this period. |

= BALKDOIEFE On-Matsuri Festival Characteristics

() 10tEARRF IR T S ESNAHIRFTEELIEL DB HELUEZ TLVS,
(1) The festival conveys well the style of the Otabisho ceremony, which is said to have
begun in the latter half of the 10t century.

@BYOBPLEBADIEOEMT, ChEEBROZHORAESFIETT Y
DELT. EBEMREBRXLHDEEDRREA> TS,

(2) The centerpiece of the festival is numeral performing arts-dedications. As an event that
displays the roots of Japanese performing arts in various forms, the festival has been
designated as a significant intangible folk cultural asset.

o BAFREEQTEGFEEFELT, BEYXDOMABLEEREBEEEEADRYHEH
AHY ., EE MARDASHREELGOTDIE,

The main activities of the On-Matsuri Preservation Association are the smooth staging of the
Owatari-shiki procession and revival activities. In recent years, rain countermeasures
have become a major issue.

HYMNESTETVELT:
Thank you.
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