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Current Situation and Issues of CLCs in Asia
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CLC in Indonesia

MASUDA Tomoko
Visiting Senior Advisor,

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

It is stipulated in the 1945 Constitution that every citizen has the right to education. It is
entrusted further in Law 20, 2003 that the National Education System is to provide equal educational
opportunities to all citizens through a combination of formal, non-formal, and informal education. CLC
(PKBM: Pusat Kegiatan Belajar Masyarakat in Indonesian language) is officially recognised as a promoter of
life long education, taking the form of either non-formal or informal education.

CLCs were first established in 1998 and the number has grown to almost 5,000 since then. They are
characterised by their particular focus on the socially displaced and the poor rather than targeting the
population as a whole.  Consequently, activities are often limited to literacy education, equivalency
programmes, and income generation activities. Another characteristic is that most CLCs are established and
managed by communities with little support from the central and local governments.

For further development and expansion of CLCs in Indonesia, the following three aspects need to
be examined: First, clarification of the responsibilities of the central and local governments is necessary in
supervision, monitoring, and financial/technical support for CLC. Under the decentralised administration,
the central government is expected to set the standard and advocate that local governments meet the standard.
Second, a mismatch of CLC programmes and community needs may exist. Various programmes are sought
to cope with current issues such as poverty, employment, and health whereas the Ministry of Education places
emphasis on literacy education and equivalency programmes which are considered part of efforts made to
achieve EFA goals. Third, currently, CLCs are mainly focusing on the poor and the disadvantaged groups,
which make the community feel that CLC is only for some groups within it.  This may lead to a lower level
of community involvement and support. CLCs may need to be restructured as places for connecting people

beyond the social strata.
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Brief Report on Research Visit on CLCs in Thailand
(2-4 March 2009)

TEUCHI Akitoshi

Professor

Graduate School of Comprehensive HumanSciences (Institute of Education)
Chair of Institute of Education

University of Tsukuba

This report mainly consists of general information regarding the administration system, the history
and system of Community Learning Centres (CLC), and two case studies of CLCs in Thailand.

The administration system in Thailand consists of Central Government and Local Government. The
Office of Non-formal and Informal Education (ONIE) is one of the offices in Ministry of Education in the
Central Government. In local government, Provincial ONIE and District ONIE are branch offices of ONIE. In
principle, a CLC is seated in a Tambon (fundamental autonomy) with ONIE support.

CLCs were introduced into Thailand in 2000 with support from UNESCO APPEAL and the United
Nations Development Programme. The Act of Promotion of Non-Formal and Informal Education Act (2008,
section11) declares that CLCs are to provide a basic foundation for learning.

In Thailand, there are three types of CLCs. The first type is supported by ONIE, and is subdivided
into two types: centres that are basically 100 % supported by Central Government, and centres that are partly
supported by local government and run by cooperation with local society. The second type is supported by the
Ministry of Public Health, Labour, Interior, Social Welfare, etc, and the Private Sector, for example, NGOs and
private companies. The third type is Learning Research Centres organised and run by local people who want to
learn the traditional local culture to become familiar with it. If the ONIE officer indicates a CLC, it means the
first type. Currently, there are about 8500 CLCs run by ONIE in all 76 provinces. There is no data about the
second and the third types.

This paper also introduces two case studies of CLCs in Thailand. Although each CLC has unique

characteristics, many of the CLCs in Thailand focus on Equivalency and Vocational Programmes.
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Development and Challenge of CLCs in Viet Nam

TANI Kazuzki
Professor
Japanese Language Center for International Students

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

This report focuses on development of CLCs in Viet Nam with the Education Act Amendment,
pilot projects by UNESCO, NFUAJ (National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan), and JICA, and
also introduces a case study in Dien Bien Province, as well as final challenges that CLCs in Viet Nam have
been facing.

In 2005, Viet Nam amended the Education Act in order to advance the formation of “Education for
All” and “Learning Society”. Article 4 mentions that education for citizens consists of formal education
and continuing education. Article 45 says that the content of continued education includes 1) literacy and
post-literacy education, 2) education based on the learners’ needs, 3) vocational training and skill improvement
programme, and 4) equivalency programme. Then, Article 46 states that CLCs are responsible for 1) and 3).

The establishment of CLCs in Viet Nam began in 1997 with the support of NFUAJ and UNESCO
Bangkok, when they established some CLCs as a pilot project for supporting non-formal education in
developing countries. This project showed the effectiveness of CLCs in Viet Nam and encouraged the
government to establish more CLCs to develop non-formal education throughout the country. A few years
later, NFUAJ implemented a CLC project in co-operation with JICA, and the government established CLCs in
40 villages in the northern mountainous area.  This project showed the possibility and necessity of CLCs in
rural areas as well as urban areas in Viet Nam.

This report introduces a case study of a CLC in a village in Dien Bien Province. This CLC offers a
variety of kinds of activities like many other CLCs such as lectures on manufacturing skills, raising animals,
cultivation, and child raising. However, this CLC like others throughout Viet Nam has a serious financial
problem, where the ratio of the national budget of the continuing education sector out of the whole education
sector has been kept at 2.38%, and where committees at village level have to take charge of the establishment
and management of CLCs by themselves. In order to make the further development of non-formal education in

Viet Nam possible, an increase of the budget from the government is necessary.
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CLC activities in Cambodia in the context of “World Terakoya
Movement”

KAWAKAMI Chiharu

Director

Education and Culture Division and Public Relations Division
National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan (NFUAJ)

In 1989, one year prior to the International Literacy Year, the National Federation of UNESCO
Associations in Japan (NFUAJ) launched the “World Terakoya Movement” (Community Learning Center
programmes). The core objective of the WTM is to provide adult illiterates and out-of-school children with
learning opportunities in cooperation with non-governmental and governmental partners through donations by
Japanese citizens.

At the same time, it aims to promote mutual understanding and to foster mutual respect among peoples both in
Japan and counterpart countries.

So far, we have implemented the programme in 43 countries and one region and the total number
of learners is estimated at more than 1,220,000. At present, the WTM is being implemented in Afghanistan,
Cambodia, India, Lao PDR and Nepal.

In this report, NFUAJ’s CLC activities in Cambodia, re-starting from 2006 under the name of
“Angkor Terakoya Project,” are featured.

The objectives of this project are (1) to disseminate objectives of CLC in Siem Reap province (2) to
implement non-formal education for illiterate adults and out-of-school children (3) to make CLCs bases for
community development (4) to establish a network among related organisations and stakeholders in order to
sustain the management of CLC by the community and (5) to deepen mutual understanding between Japanese

and Cambodian people.
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Research Visit on Urban and Rural Kominkan

-City of Urayasu, Funabashi, and Matsumoto -

MURAKAMI Hideki
Deputy Secretary

National Kominkan Association

This report introduces the three cities in Japan where Kominkan are very active: the cities of
Urayasu and Funabashi in Chiba Prefecture, located the right next to Tokyo, and the city of Matsumoto in
Nagano Prefecture, located in the mountainous area, about three hours by train from Tokyo. The report is
also based on the knowledge obtained through the visit of Indonesian CLC groups to Kominkan.

The Kominkan in these three cities have some features in common which keep them active. The
three cities employ workers specializing in social education for a relatively long span like five to ten years, and
these enthusiastic staff take the leadership in their active social education programmes. These programmes are
planned and implemented based on the residents’ needs. The residents’ participation is highly encouraged
from the planning stage, and that results in the Kominkan having attractive programmes for the residents on
issues such as welfare, foreigners, aging, and education. Also, the resident-centred programmes encourage the
residents to form citizens’ groups or volunteer groups.  This whole structure of social education is the reason
why the Kominkan are very active.

The functions of the three cities are very similar when looking at the development of social
education, but they are very different from the point of view of Kominkan’s organisation structure, community
structure, and content of Kominkan activities. Urayasu and Funabashi are located in urban areas, and they
have so-called administrative Kominkan that are supported by municipalities. Matsumoto, which is located in
a rural area, has 401 autonomous Kominkan under 33 administrative Kominkan. This large number of
autonomous Kominkan makes it possible to have programmes to meet the particular needs of residents, since
the population that one Kominkan covers is very small.

This report points out that autonomous Kominkan in Japan are basically managed by themselves
and that their structure and characteristics are very similar to Community Learning Centres in the Asia/Pacific
region. By developing networking between autonomous Kominkan in Japan and CLCs in other countries,
Japan’s long experience in this field will contribute to popularizing CLCs and developing non-formal

education in developing countries more.
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The current situation and issues of Kominkan in the city of
Hachinohe, Aomori Prefecture

TAKAHASHI Kou
Professor

Aomori Chuo Gakuin University

This report features on the current situation, general issues and the future of Kominkan in the city
of Hachinohe. The city is located in the southeastern part of the Aomori prefecture and has a long history as
one of the largest fishing ports in Japan. The city also continues to be an important industrial city in the area
with a developing tourism industry.

The city has 2.5 million citizens and 23 Kominkan in all the junior high school districts with 4
annexes. While the regulation and interference from the city is limited, these Kominkan have a lot in
common such as the nature of operational staff and the “the supporting group for the management of
Kominkan” to set its basic policies. The operational staff is mostly residents and the association members are
from Community- Based Organisations (CBO) and groups of the community. The Kominkan in Hachinohe
operate very closely with the community and are active in offering programmes for various groups, but are
facing difficulties in increasing the participation of the younger generations. The author points out that the
area of participation of the volunteer community members can be one of the factors in the future development
of the Kominkan and that they currently participate only in the operation of the programmes but not in
planning.

The author also talks about the city policy of “Conference for Area Creation” from 2008, to have a
large impact on the operation and future of Kominkan. Two staff of the city government will be working in
each district as an interface between the city and the community to improve community activities. An

evaluation of the policy needs to be given further on.
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Kominkan Activities in Tajimi City, Gifu Prefecture

-Remarks for Community Learning Centres (CLC) of Other Asian Countries-

MASUKAWA Koichi
Associate Professor
Information and Multimedia Center

Gifu University

The aim of the present study is to outline the activity status of Yosei Kominkan, Ichinokura Kominkan
and Tajimi Lifelong Learning Centre in Tajimi City, Gifu prefecture, in order to clarify activity approaches that
may be beneficial to the community learning centres in other Asian countries.

At Yosei Kominkan, the local resident volunteer group “Shikakenin no Kai”(The Progressive
Association) functions as learning coordinator. While attracting local elderly, women, children and junior
and senior high school students to the CLC, this group is actively working toward the “creation of a
comfortable place that can respond to multiple generations of local residents”. At Ichinokura Kominkan, local
residents with “profound education and superior skills” provide educational support and have developed the
“Ichinokura Furusato Gakuen” (Ichinokura Hometown Campus) and courses which facilitate mutual learning
from children to adults supported by the whole community. At the Tajimi Lifelong Learning Centre, with
citizens as teachers, the system of course planning and implementation and the management of the “Tajimi
Open Campus” is progressing; citizens are taking on the roles of learning coordinators and education
supporters for the courses. The primary feature of CLC activities in Tajimi City is the development of a
“local resident participation style” of management that is generated through the voluntary participation of local
residents. While attracting local residents to the CLC as a place where any member of the community can
casually drop in, the initiatives employed by Yosei Kominkan, Ichinokura Kominkan and Tajimi Lifelong
Learning Centre invite the participation of local residents on multiple levels. The provision of opportunities
at the CLC for mutual exchange and cooperation among a variety of people from children and young people to
the elderly, generates a diverse circulation of people that transcends generation and social position and creates
the opportunity to store diverse social capital within the community.

Through examining the current status of Japanese community learning centres, the CLCs of other Asian
countries can learn the importance of functioning as a resident participation resource that is stored as social
capital within the community with local resident participation at the core.
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E-mail Interview
Experiences from CLC-Kominkan Exchange Program

(Non-Japanese Participants)

The following is the interview by e-mails to the participants of the exchange with Kominkan at the conferences and
study programme organized by UNESCO, NFUAJand ACCU.

Questionl:

What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?

What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

Question2:

Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC

in your country will be helpful in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?

If so, what kind of exchange/network will be useful?

BANGLADESH

Mr. Tapon Kumar Das

Program Manager

EFA Partnership and Institutional Development (EFAPID) Unit
Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE)

Questionl: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

Co-ordination & Communication between Takasski City University and Community Center and City Council are
excdlent. ACCU can join with them with full menu of LLL. Itll further add vaue to achieve the qudity
learning outcome under the concept of LLL. Also ACCU can learn by their joint initiative which can be
communicated to other communitiesin the country aswell asin the member countries.

Activities related to agriculturd development is one of the important activity & farmers can have opportunity to
develop ther learning link to the future need.  Also student can learn from the farmer.  Organic farming is
important need of the time. It can improve the longibility of life.  Also they saying that "The community
deveop the University & the University develop the Community. " Which | told in different forum of our
country. This attitude may share with many cther University of the third world country.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?

Answering your second question | can tell you that Network is very important among the LLL providers of the
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country. | always think that regional network may be formed for sharing, creating equal understand,
dissemination of ideas etc. | told it during the expert meeting that ACCU can take lead role to form such kind
of network where representatives from different networking organization in different countries may be included

asmember.  We're ready to help & participate in any moment.

CAMBODIA

Ms. Ouse Choup
Project Advisor

NFUAJ Cambodia Office
and

Ms. Ravie Yoeung
Senior Project Officer
NFUAJ Cambodia Office

Questionl: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

Impressions and Kominkan activities

During our study visit in Japan, started from 29 May to 11 June 2008, We visited Kominkan Committee that
provided us a warmly and good hospitality to three countries member of Word Teragoya Movement (Cambodia,
Laosand India). We have learnt a lot and really proud of Kominkan activities as following:
- Good hospitality of Kominkan Committee member
- The strong management of Kominkan committee that led Kominkan become sustainable
- Impressed by Kominkan group who can raise fund from community people in supporting Kominkan activities
by encouraging them. | was also impressed by the motivation of each family to contribute themselves in
Kominkan activities
- All activities of Kominkan like Library, Sports, Entertainment look interest and attractive for all people
- Appreciate of Japanese government provides strong support in Non Formal Education ( Kominkan) sector.

The strength of Kominkan : community people can use the Kominkan freely to make their life relax and

enjoyable, which means community people deeply understand about the concept and function of Kominkan
already and they are satisfied with supporting Kominkan activities. These activities strongly contribute to the
Kominkan’s

sustainability.

The point that Kominkan needs to be improved: In our observation, most of the Kominkan Committee members

are elder people, of course elder people have a lot of experience and strength but youth activities are also

important. Our suggestion would be to motivate young people and let them participate in Kominkan activities.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
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If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?
Exchange program/network is very useful between Kominkan in Japan and CLCs in Cambodia. We recognized

that Japan is the developed country in the world and the living condition is different from that of developing
countries like Cambodia. The Kominkan is also different; however, if Kominkan Committee members in Japan
will be able to visit CLCs in Cambodia and make a presentation ""How to encourage people to participate in CLCs
and how to sustain Kominkan through their resources and long experience? " or give us some suggesntions
concerning management of CLCs, it will surely be very valuable information for us to improve CLC activities in

Cambodia.

F1J1

Mr. Joseph Christopher Veramo

Director

Lautoka Campus, University of the South Pacific (UPS)

Questionl: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

Having come from a University background in the Pacific, | was impressed with how Takasaki University and the
Kominkan in Kurabuchi worked together in constructive harmony.

The farmers in Kurabuchi Kominkan already have traditional farming skills which they integrate with their
cultural and spiritual values to provide sustainable farming. Working with the University helped to blend
technology with traditions.

I found that while the University provided excellent technical know-how, their students also learnt a lot from the
community.

It is a good example of educational institutions, communities, local municipal goverment and other stakeholders
working together to develop sustainable farming and harmonious rural living.

While the project is excellent, | wondered if the Komikan working with the University can consider genetically
modified seeds in farming as they do not use up as much water or soil nutrients as organic farming. It will lower

inputs and increase productivity resulting in a higher return per hectare while still being sustainable.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?

If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?
Yes the Kominkan is a huge lesson in the Asia Pacific region because it shows that Universities can work in
constructive partnership with communities to develop sustainable farming.  Communities have a lot of empirical
wisdom and traditional knowledge and Universities have a lot of technical knowledge. By integrating these
systems, communities can be involved in sustainable farming and harmonious living.
The Kominkan Model should be used widely in developing countries. It will immensely help to  improve

sustainable farming and community living especially in rural areas.
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It is very good news that the ACCU is the secretariat of the Kominkan since ACCU has developed an

international reputation for its excellent work in the Asia/Pacific region and beyond.

INDIA

Mr. B. Karunakara Barulaya
Project Director

BIRDS PRIDE Project

Questionl: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?

What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

I really enjoyed visiting CLCs in Matsumoto town.
As a strength, | saw complete participation of community members in CLC activities in Kanda town, Similarly
the management committee members shared the responsibility of managing the CLCs by themselves,various
fund raising efforts are taken up by CLC MC members to mobilise the resources and provide for its sustainability,
Activities to involve the children in CLC activities in Kanda town of Matsumoto city are some of their strengths.

I do not see any major areas of improvement.  Still there is need for involving Youth in CLC activities.

I observed participation of elders to the maximum extent but involvement of youth was very limited I think this

area needs to be focused.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful

in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?

Learning by seeing and observation is one of the major types.  But considering the geographic locations of CLC
in India and Japan, | think exposure and exchange visits are difficult, at least exchange of news letters, reports,

photographs about the CLC in both country will boost the interest of people in our country. It will be same to

others also.

INDONESIA

Mr. Eddie B. Handono
General-Coordinator
Studio Driya Media (SDM)

Question1: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?

What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

Taken from my rough note during visited Yata, and Kominkan of Mabi that: “‘Yata city' motto:

We are One Big Family has been adopted by the Kominkan”., and also the addition note: “This can be observed
through various activities conducted by Kominkan of Mabi which has been designed to encourage citizen’s
inter-generation learning for instance, among children, youth, and elders facing environmental development issues

in town”... Thus, our lesson learned from this is that the role and functions of Kominkan -as CLC-remains
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significance to pursue the dynamic engagement of community participation and good governance towards social

justice and environmental sustainability. Yet, this issue is now becoming demanded to other developing countries.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?

| believe so.  Especially in the view of CLC as a facilitator of the micro-nonformal shared-learning methodology
development within and beyond local community needs... Surprises from what colleague asked, when they
noticed that | have just traveled Japan-rural area, were mostly on “Are the Japan-farmers doing well? How is
their farming system? How government supports agriculture development in Japan? And so on. Then this
can be reflected that the things to share is indeed depends on who are interested to share.  If so, could CLC adopt

the above peer-to-peer learning needs among the domestic as well as regional As-Pac interest-group?

LAO PDR
Mr. Lamphoune Luangxay
Department of Non-Formal Education, Ministry of Education

Questionl: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

My Impression:
The most impressive point for me was participation and ownership among the community people to Kominkan.
Strong points:
- Budget support including one permanent staff from government and contribution from community people
- Social and economic background of community people as society as a whole are ready to contribute to social
development
Points to be improved:

nfa

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?

I think it is useful for the policy makers and CLCMC to learn how to manage and design CLC activities to meet
the lifelong learning framework. However, the differential of social and economic context between Japan and

my country, this point should be kept in mind when we share such topic.
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MONGOLIA

Mr. Batchuluun Yembuu

Director

National Centre for Non Formal and Distance Education (NFDE)

Question1: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

My impressions and strength of the Kominkan:

Since 2003, I had a several opportunity to visit and introduced the activities of CLCs of the Asia and Pacific Region.
From my experience, there exists two different forms of places for lifelong learning system in developed and
developing countries due to the social development. It tells the tasks for social development are different between
the two systems.  For the developing countries such as Maynmar, Philippines, India and Thailand, most activities
of CLCs are carrying out for the school drop outs or school out of children and youths, adult illiterates and income
generating programmes and livelihood skills development while for the developed countries, due to above
mentioned issues less significant for people, lifelong learning centers work on provision of education access for
adults.

Japanese Kominkan is one of best form of the lifelong education centre, which serves for all age of population
from early childhood to the elder citizens. Kominkan offer a wide variety of classes, hold meetings, allow
residents to hold meetings, provide physical education and recreation activities, sponsor lectures and exhibitions,
publish and make available books and other materials, and sponsor other types of activities. Therefore, the
Kominkan’s advantages are most accessible, closest, multiple and open learning environment for the community.
Also, Kominkan has good linkages with the local schools and gives an opportunity for school children to get
knowledge and skills which cannot acquire through the school subjects. Once | saw “Tea ceremony” learning at
the Utsunomiya Kominkan in Japan. Moreover, Kominkan is good place for adults to acquire a new technology,
and forwarding a hobby development like to learn dancing, singing and painting etc. Kominkan becomes an
environment on supporting of social participation of elderly people and for passing a free time. Therefore,
Kominkan is for elders a supportive environment to spend time and enhance their social interactions.  Therefore it
gives older people a self confidence, new enthusiasm in life and help them to live longer.  In other words one core
of social education is Kominkan. It is main centre for development on social education.

Consequently, in points of my view, Kominkan is a best form of the CLCs and its future view of development.

My points for improving the Kominkan:

I’d like to mention the following two points are:
1. One of my observation during the visiting to Kominkan is most attendances are elderly people. Might be it is a
feature of Japanese society. However, | think that, as possible as different targets and different age people should be

involved to Kominkan services: young generations and young adults etc.
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2. It will be better, if to be expanded the activities for delivering and advocating of Japanese traditional culture
and language for young generations and foreigners who live/work/study in Japan. In my case, once | meet the
girl-new student from Mongolia who was starting to study in Japan and she was involved in Kominikan’s
Japanese language class taught by volunteer teachers like many others. She mentioned that this class offers
lowest fees, committed teachers, opportunity to gather many different people in one place and to learn from each
other’s cultural background and have respect for each other.  There is possibility to use Kominikan to organize
programs for foreign workers in Japan and for their families and children. Particularly it could be program
designed to promote Japanese traditions and culture among these people and for promoting the education for
international understanding and education for sustainable development. (however, personally | think number of
foreign workers in Japan is small). For example: In Norway, most of the learners in Adult’s learning centers are

immigrants.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?

One could consider Mongolian Non formal education centers-Gegeerel as earliest versions of Kominikan. In
other words, its structure and operations are similar but on shorter scale. We believe having cooperative work
between Mongolian NFE centers and Japanese Kominikan has its benefit for Mongolia.  The future network and
exchange could focused on management and structure of Kominkan, participation of local authority and formal
schools, linkages between Kominkan and other organizations like medical, legal, agricultural and women’s
associations and NGOs. In my opinion, we may establish the “model-NFE centres” based on the Kominkan
experiences of management and functions.
Currently we have started this kind of work with the Department of Adult and Continuing Education, Education
School, Tohoku University, Sendai in Japan. Some postgraduate researchers from the Tohoku University have
been visited to couple of NFE centres in Mongolia since last year. Now, they are working on the survey of
current issues of the non formal education system in Mongolia and NFE facilitators® working condition (Two
people from Mongolia are planning to visit Tohoku University in March of 2009).

Mongolian CLC’s operations are heavily limited to out-of-school children, re-training for primary, secondary and
upper secondary education on the equivalency programme and literacy training for illiterate adults.  Therefore, it
is important to initiate programs that are being offered by Kominkan of Japan, such as special programs to serve
special community interests for elderly, handicapped, women, couples getting married, the blind, and minorities
which some Kominkan managers serving.

Exchange/network would be on the followings:
- To share experiences of activities (different types of forms: video preparation on the Kominkan activities etc)
- To exchange of personals (Kominkan and NFE centres personalls and decision makers, local authorities, school

principles etc)
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- To deliver a good examples of Kominkan activities
- To organize the joint meetings and trainings

- To work for lobbying to decision makers

NEPAL

Mr. T.M.Sakya

President

National Resource Centre for Non-formal Education (NRC-NFE)

Questionl: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

We found Kominkan and CLC have similar objectives but the Japanese Kominkan is rich and it has many
programs. Kominkan have been contributing to the community developing in Japan. It has been strongly
supported by their municipality government. They have been promoting activities towards community
development and improvement of quality of life of the population. Kominkan has board committee and
planning committee. Usually the Kominkan has following functions.
Community based activities voluntary organized by citizens.
Activities offered by Kominkan.
\olunteer activities
Activities on the basis of the community needs
Publicity works
Activities offered by Kominkan
1. Courses to study environmental issues
2. Activities for children, youths and aged people
3. Activities for equality of men and woman
4. Information technology
5. Symbiosis in multi-cultures  and tradition
6

Kominkan Festival

We found the strength of the Kominkan are as follows:

a) Focus on specific needs of the community

b) Close relationship between Kominkan and community.

c) Effective cooperation with Kominkan, school and university.
d) Regular communication with community.

e) Involvement of formal schools in Kominkan activities.

f) Linkage between University and Kominkan.

g) Kominkan association as a platform for networking.
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Kominkan is a good organization but due to new technology it is facing many problems. Since Kominkan with
active participation and ownership by the community, creating lifelong learning opportunities for all people,
Komincan could provide help to the CLCs in developing countries.
Following the CLC in Rupandehi and Kapilbastu district which has been assisted by NFUAJ, the government of
Nepal established 900 CLCs and eventually it will establish one CLC in each VVDC.

The role and functions of Kominkan in Japan and CLC in Nepal are similar though the activities may look

different reflecting the variety of social, economic, historical and geographical circumstances.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?

From Kominkan and CLCs exchange information and experiences, Kominkan will get more work and also CLCs

in Nepal will get help for experts.

PHILLIPINES

Ms. Myrna B. Lim

Executive Director

Notre Dame Foundation for Charitable Activities Inc.,
Women in Enterprise Development (NDFCAI-WED)

Questionl: What was your impression when you visited Kominkan and observed their activities?
What do you think the strength of the Kominkan?
What points do you think the Kominkan needs improving?

Observations and Comments:

1. Institutionalization of the Kominkan concept and practices.
The Kominkan movement has become a “way of life” for the entire country of Japan. It is widely implemented by
the Government of Japan and has been made sustainable. In almost all parts of the country, there is always a
Kominkan established and operating, to serve the learning needs of the adults’ population.  While they differ in
terms of size, facilities and fixtures, what is commendable, is they are found in different parts of the country,
customized to the needs of the communities.

2. Full Financial Support provided by the National Government and Local Governments.
The firm belief and resolved on the goals, purposes and benefits of every Kominkan, is further shown by the
continued support and funding of Kominkan operations in areas where they are established. These continued
government support paved the way to continued services and sustainability. This also encouraged other areas
without existing Kominkan to also strive to have Kominkan organized in their own respective areas.

3. The Kominkan’s Facilities, Fixtures and Technologies.

It has been observed that in the different Kominkan visited, they are fully equipped and provided with facilities
conducive to learning.  The Kominkan visited in Matsumoto, while small have also facilities to meet the learning

needs of community. The ones in Hayashima, are indeed impressive, in terms of locations, building structures
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and number.  Each learning center in Hayashima has its own building for a learning service. There are several
Kominkan in just one town of Hayashima.  The one we visited so many years ago, Kominkan of Chiba, really is
so imposing and remarkable, better than the facilities of the biggest universities and colleges of Mindanao
Philippines.

4. Diversified Kominkan Purposes and Services that are Needs and Culture-based.

Each Kominkan visited has its own “character and personality”.  Each is differently established, operating with
different type and nature of services, peculiar to the area being served. No two Kominkan, even located in the
same area offer the same services.  Truly remarkable and fascinating.

Areas that Needs Improving:

1. Limited Number Clientele and Learner Participants.
The numbers of persons/learners participating in those visited are sparsely limited. There is need to expand the
clientele to more individuals not just the adult populations of the area being served by the Kominkan visited.
With so much to offer in term of facilities, equipments and many more, and with a few number of users as
participants. Coming from a Third world country, observing the number of service-takers (probably because of

sparse population) is a waste of resources. Cost-effectiveness need to be considered.

2. The Need to Expand Clientele Identification and Integration newTechnologies.
The need for Kominkan to expand their “horizon” of considering other target beneficiaries other than the senior
citizen sector of their communities.  The presence of YOUTH groups are missing as a big potential “needers”
of Kominkan services. Encouraging the youth groups, by offering new services and technologies might just
make the Kominkan more alive, popular and frequently visited learning center in the community. ~ Kominkan
have a rich man-power resource still untapped. The experiences and specialization of the older population can be
tapped as trainers and specialists not only as “learners”, of added new and expanded services of Kominkan.
3. Kominkan Management and Control
While the Kominkan visited are well-managed and excellently operated, the full participation of the communities
was not very visible.
Observed are the professional “managers”, probably employed and salaried by the Government, who are
excellent in managing the Kominkan. Most Kominkan are so well-organized, with fixed organizational structures
etc., but community participation need to be enhanced and encouraged. Not just as takers of services but more as
planners and decision makers.
While we met the learners participating in the learning classes, (cooking learners, weaving learners etc.), the
undersigned wanted so much to meet and interview learners who actually have an actual hand and active
participation in Kominkan planning, implementing, controlling and evaluating the affairs of their own Kominkan.
This missing link probably might not visible in the Kominkan visited, because of the shortness of exposure and
again time-constraint.

4. Gender Dimensions and the Scholl Drop-Outs
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Most of those participating are mostly of the female sector.  While we observed a number of male learners, their
ratio is quite minimal compared to the female groups. Their might be a need to do intensive social marketing
amongst the male population, that Kominkan are for all ages and for all genders.

Another sector to consider is the school leavers or drop-outs of the communities being served. The need to

address the needs of these groups of youth is an urgent task and responsibility.

Question 2: Do you think exchange/network between Kominkan in Japan and CLC in your country will be helpful
in promoting the activities of CLC in your country?
If so, what kind of exchange /network will be useful?

Observations and Comments:

1. Learning from each Other

Through exchange of information, materials and culture will be enriching and a source of solidarity. The
undersigned have been recommending since the very first visit to a Kominkan, that there should be developed a
KOMINKAN-CLC” partnerships.  This is following the concept of “sisterhood” cities now prevalent amongst
different country-based Local Government Units.

With the advances of technology and communication, exchanges of ones culture, crafts and arts and many more
can easily be done. These exchanges can be culturally be enriching.

2. Sponsor a Kominkan-CLC International Conference

An international conference attended by actual performing members of Kominkan and CLCs can be held where
ordinary people from communities can be invited to be speakers and presenters, with the officialdom (policy and
decision makers) as mere participants, to listen to the real voices of the “voiceless” majority will be most
welcome. These will be an eye-opener to most who are used to deciding on what is good for others or following
the concept “who needs what as defined by whom” theory.

3. Visiting Sponsorship Program

A KOMINKAN-CLC sponsorship program may be set up, of allowing community-based CLC or Kominkan
members to have a study and work visit. Those selected must be those who are actually involved in the
operations and management of the centers. The sponsorship program must be carefully established with
defined qualification standards. Priority should be given to those who never had the opportunity to travel and
learning.

4. Kominkan-CLC Newsletter

A newsletter may be set up with the Kominkan as a lead group and CLCs as contributing members. The
newsletter can be the venue for information sharing and advocacy for solidarity amongst the partner CLCs and
Kominkan. This can also be a venue for the ACCU LRC Network to have a minor role in the promotion of

partnership and solidarity movement.
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