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Outline of the International Forum Dialogue200§

Date : 4 days- December 2 (Tues) to December 5 (Fri), 2008
Venue: UN UNIVERSITY - TOKYO

(U Thant International Conference Hall, Elizabeth Rose Conference Hall)
Organizers: Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology-Japan

(MEXT);

The Japanese National Commission for UNESCO;

UNESCO;

The Asia/Pacific Cultural Center for UNESCO (ACCU)
Co-Organizers:The United Nations University (UNU); Miyagi University of Education
Languages: English, Japanese

*Asia/Pacific regional Session (2nd Dec) is in English only.

Objectives:
The UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD), which was proclaimed
by the General Assembly in 2002 and launched in 2005, will mark the mid-point of DESD
at the end of 2009. Since the inception of the Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (DESD), the international community has discussed the needs; fundamental
concepts; and objectives of ESD, while recognizing its key importance for future
generations. For the mid-point of the Decade, UNESCO and its Member States will have
opportunities to discuss the achievements and challenges in the implementation of the
DESD. The International Forum on ESD Dialogue 2008 will move beyond these efforts to
define ESD, and seek to identify strategically conceptualized actions for the
implementation and achievement of DESD objectives in line with the International
Implementation Scheme (I1S).
The 1IS has identified many individual programs and covered various issues in different
fields. It is impractical for UNESCO to carry out all these programs with the limited
resources currently devoted to ESD. Consequently, in the second half of the Decade, ESD
needs to identify and engage with a concrete approach that strategically focuses on projects
or programs that correspond to different developmental stages of participating countries.
This would encourage and enable the participating countries to take concrete actions,
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thereby becoming the driving force for the sustainable continuation of ESD. In other words,
the purpose of the Forum for the second half of the decade will be to identify
results-oriented strategic projects that correspond to various developmental stages, and to
move the discussion from “what is ESD” to “what we must do now”. Furthermore, it will
focus on partnerships with private sectors and NGOs to explore the possibility of a global
cooperation/consortium on ESD.

In addition, Asia-Pacific regional inputs to the mid-term will be reviewed by focusing on
the examination of Best Practices and educational materials for ESD.

Schedule of the International Forum Dialogue2008|

Tuesday, 2 December

Asia/Pacific regional Session

Asia/Pacific Review for the DESD Mid-Decade

Wednesday, 3 December
Opening Session
Keynote Lecture

Plenary Session 7Towards Promotion and Dissemination of ESD
Special Session

Thursday, 4 December
Session 1 Formulation of Flagship Projects

Session I Partnerships: Towards a Global Consortium

Friday, 5 December
Session I ESD Research and Innovation

Plenary Session Summary session “Recommendations fo the
World Conference on ESD”

Closing Session
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Asia-Pacific Regional Session
Asia-Pacific Review for the DESD Mid-Decade
Tuesday 2" December 2008

[ Facilitator:]
Mr Sheldon Shaeffer  (Director of UNESCO Bangkok )

[ Speaker:]

Ms Lucy Moala-Mafi.  (Secretary General, Tonga National Commission for
UNESCO)

Mr. Sisamone Sithirajvongsa,

(Deputy Director General, Department of Planning and

Cooperation, Ministry of Education, Lao PDR)

Mr Kang Sangkyoo (Program Specialist, Korean National Commission for
UNESCO)

Ms Preciosa Soliven (Secretary-General, UNESCO National Commission of
the Philippines)

Mr Hayden Montgomerie (Programme Officer - Education, Youth and Human
Rights, New Zealand National Commission for

UNESCO)

Mr Tho Quang Pham (Deputy Secretary General, Vietnam National
Commission for UNESCO)

Ms Inna Melinkoba (Education Specialist, UNESCO Central Asian Cluster
Office)

Mr. Sanjbegz Tumur-Ochir (Vice Minister, Ministry of Education, Mongolia)

Mr Masakazu Goto (Senior Researcher, National Institute for Educational

Policy (NIER), Japan)

Mr Nur Anuar Abdul Muthalib
(Assistant Director, Educational Planning and Research
Division, Malaysia)

Mr. Yu Xiaolong (Principal, Beijing Xicheng Foreign Language School,
China)

Mr. Mool Chand Sharma (Vice Chairman, University Grants Commission, India)

Ms Amanthi Perera (Executive Strategic Sustainability, MAS Holdings, Sri
Lanka)

Ms Diana Wright (First Assistant Secretary, Environment Quality Division,
Australian Government Department of the Environment
Water Heritage and the Arts, Australia)

Mr Safiullah MD (Joint Secretary and National Coordinator DESD,
Bangladesh, Ministry of Education)

Mr Yoshihiro Natori (Senior Fellow, UNU-IAS, Japan)

Ms Tomoko Shibao (Director, Education Division, ACCU, Japan)
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[ Rapporteur:]
Mr Derek Elias (Chief of ESD Unit and Programme Specialist for
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and
Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(TVET), UNESCO Bangkok)

The Forum was opened by Mr Sheldon Shaeffer, Director of UNESCO Bangkok,
and he welcomed this opportunity for attendees to contribute to ESD and help
preparation towards the ESD World Conference in Bonn, Germany, March
2009. He thanked the organizers; the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science & Technology — Japan (MEXT), the Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO (JNCU), the Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU) and the
co-organizers; the United Nations University (UNU) and Miyagi University of
Education. He then introduced Mr Derek Elias, Chief of ESD Unit and Programme
Specialist for, Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and Technical and
Vocational Education and Training (TVET), UNESCO Bangkok

Mr Elias welcomed the chance to discuss ESD in the Asia-Pacific Region and
those who have contributed to ESD in the region. He emphasized the success of
local initiatives in ESD and the chance to use this Forum to create a clearer picture
of the future of ESD. He underlined the importance of this event in preparing for
the World Conference next year.

Mr Elias welcomed the chance for a fruitful discussion from all the agencies
attending the conference and particularly the chance to debate key themes such as
Innovation in ESD, Partnership Building and others. He thanked the organizers and
co-organizers and finished by reminding the audience of the farewell nature of Mr
Shaeffer’s attendance and speech due to his forthcoming retirement.

Mr Shaeffer welcomed participants and expressed his desire to talk about ESD. He
saw Tokyo’s recent past as having had key elements of sustainable development in
practice. He talked about the pollution of Tokyo in the 1970s and the ways that the
situation has improved since then with the help of the necessary political will. He
highlighted 3 key themes that he wished to expand upon:

I) Concerns

I1) Hope

I11) Legacy

I) Concerns

Mr Shaeffer touched upon several serious environmental issues undermining
development in the Asia-Pacific Region and how these are often accepted as
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inevitable consequences of development. He also talked of technological
improvements and how they often don’t develop beyond the experimental stage.
He mentioned the vulnerability of many Asian cities that are threatened by global
environmental problems due to their geographical locations and how we must take
action to help.

Mr Shaeffer also expressed the need to keep other areas in mind when considering
ESD, including cultural diversity, gender equality, rule of law, peace and human
rights as examples and expressing the need for balance when considering what
ESD is. He finished by expressing his concern as to whether we are making
progress in ESD at a fast enough rate.

I1) Hope

Mr Shaeffer stressed the need for perseverance as a key factor in the success of
ESD and highlighted the wealth of agencies trying to change things for the better.
He expressed the need to change our perspectives and explained how this helps
people to prepare for and react well to change. He noted the role that ESD can play
within the broader context of development. Mr Shaeffer highlighted the workshops
that have been conducted since June 2008 with the support from the Japanese
Funds-In-Trust and stressed the need to listen to others and share ideas to make
progress in ESD.

Mr Shaeffer talked about how member states have been attempting to implement
ESD, noting the importance of making ESD locally relevant, collaborative and
home-grown. He said that the workshops had filled a gap by finding the right
direction to move in and gave an example of how significant outcomes have been
identified as a result of these. However, Mr Shaeffer noted that we need to have
realistic expectations for 2014 and focus on specific outcomes that will take time
to materialize and that should not be rushed. He explained that ESD is an
opportunity for education to regain increased importance and that ESD and
Education for All (EfA) are inter-linked, expressing the symbiotic nature of the
relationship between these two programs.

I11) Legacy

Mr Shaeffer gave his interpretation of Legacy stating that ESD can be a tool to
improve what we will pass on to generations to come. He shared his understanding
that ESD is learning to adapt to change and transform as individuals while we live
on this planet. He expressed how ESD is moving from theory to practice and
welcomed the opportunity to discuss solutions to the shared challenges we face on
a global scale. He finished this point by expressing his thanks to all those
attending, with special thanks to the organizers and co-organizers. Mr Shaeffer
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then outlined the schedule for the day and began by introducing the first of the
presentations from the National Commissions of UNESCO (NC).

Presentations from the National Commissions of UNESCO

Tonga: Ms Lucy Moala-Mafi. Secretary General, Tonga National Commission for
UNESCO

This presentation started with some background information of how Tonga’s
involvement in ESD has developed including the Pacific Region’s Framework for
ESD which was endorsed by the Pacific Islands Forum Education Ministers in
November 2006. Ms Moala-Mafi expressed the importance of getting recognition
for ESD at the national level and described how this has happened through
activities like the national public awareness consultations in September 2007. She
also spoke of the ESD Mapping exercise that took place and the action plan that
was created as a result of this activity. Ms Moala-Mafi said that Tonga had a well
publicized launch of the DESD via several forms of media which expressed the
holistic nature of ESD throughout society. She also introduced the Tonga
Education Support Programme (2004-2009) and explained how educational reform
to improve the quality of education is taking place through curriculum
development in Tonga.

Ms Moala-Mafi then introduced the monitoring & evaluation framework to
evaluate achievements in ESD. She spoke of the meetings on ESD that take place
in the Pacific and the importance and usefulness of these. She then introduced
some challenges such as stability in coordination at national level, staff shortages
and convincing people that ESD is not a separate project. She then spoke of the
future steps such as the need for a full-time ESD Coordinator.

Mr Sheldon Shaeffer then reiterated the need for a sub-regional network and the
need for the evaluation framework. He said that it would be good to find out if the
Commonwealth Secretariat that is meeting next year has ESD on the agenda and if
not if this can be arranged.

Lao PDR : Mr. Sisamone Sithirajvongsa, Deputy Director General, Department of
Planning and Cooperation, Ministry of Education,

Mr Sithirajvongsa introduced existing policies and strategies and highlighted some
of these including the National Development Priorities. He spoke of efforts to
mainstream ESD into national development planning and the need for a balance
between environmental, social-cultural and economic factors.
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He told the session that based on the EfA MDA Report (2001-05) educational
improvements were occurring to help Lao PDR lift itself out of poverty. He
highlighted achievements such as infrastructural improvements (e.g. the National
University) and showed how enrolment rates in education have increased at
primary and lower secondary levels. He also provided figures identifying increases
in the adult literacy rate.

In terms of future steps, he expressed the need for a national action plan to
promote SD. He showed operational objectives and targets such as continued
improvements in enrolment rates and the integration of ESD in Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs). Finally, he discussed progress indicators such as the education
sector development framework and then introduced challenges such as the need for
further advocacy and partnership building. Mr Shaeffer highlighted some points of
interest such as methods of inserting ESD goals into curriculum development,
stating that the link between ESD and vocational based education is important.

Korea: Mr Kang Sangkyoo, Program Specialist, Korean National Commission for
UNESCO

Mr Sangkyoo said that ESD was an opportunity for change in education. He talked
about how the President of Korea had highlighted this opportunity for change
because of environmental threats in the country and region. He outlined the
development of ESD in Korea in the first half of the DESD including
achievements such as the declaration of a national vision for SD (2005) and the
application of a revised 7™ national curriculum.

Mr Sangkyoo then discussed challenges such as the coordination and collaboration
of national bodies and other stakeholders for ESD. He mentioned the need for the
reorientation of existing education programmes away from college entrance exams
towards ESD. Finally, Mr Sangkyoo spoke of the need for committed human
resources for all sectors of society through professional training opportunities.

In terms of the second half of the DESD, he suggested the need for enhanced links
between stakeholders (e.g. between UNESCO & Regional Centres of Expertise
[RCE]). Mr Sangkyoo stressed the impact that the RCEs have had but said that the
development of global partnerships would be beneficial for RCEs. He also
commented that regional capacity-building workshops would be useful in order to
keep the ESD momentum alive and that this could be explored further at the World
Conference next year.

Mr Shaeffer picked up on comments about the movement for curriculum change
and reinstated the need for the integration of ESD concepts into teaching materials.
He also picked out about the reorientation of the education system, expressing his
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view for the need to explore avenues for integrating ESD into areas such as Early
Years Education.

The Philippines: Ms Preciosa Soliven, Secretary-General, UNESCO National
Commission of the Philippines

Ms Soliven introduced some international mandates including the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and then went on to talk in more detail about the
Executive Order 483 for establishing the UNESCO Lifelong Learning Center for
Sustainable Development of the Philippines,. She explained how the Lifelong
Centre is developing and outlined its vision. She introduced the influence of
Montessori education in the country, showing the four stages of Lifelong Learning
and how this links to UNESCO’s work.

Ms Soliven outlined Lifelong Learning through a chart showing different stages of
educational development. She then explained the Montessori system describing it
as a transformative educational process from disorder to order. A video was then
shown introducing this system in practice. The floor was then opened up for
questions.

The NC for Lebanon — the speaker asked a question to Ms Preciosa Soliven
concerning education in the Philippines and how this system proceeds to the high
school level. She responded by suggesting that the love of work that is developed
through this system is transferable throughout life. Mr Sheldon Shaeffer suggested
that the Delors report highlighting the ‘Four Pillars of 21* Century Education’
could have a fifth pillar that was in tune with the goals of SD, ‘learning to
transform’.

10

The International Forum on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Dialogue 2008
Midpoint Event of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD)



V New Zealand: Mr Hayden Montgomerie, Programme Officer - Education, Youth

VI

and Human Rights, New Zealand National Commission for UNESCO

Mr Montgomerie explained the linkages between the National Commission (NC)
and the UN DESD. He provided a summary of ESD, including how the NC has
taken a leadership role in the UNDESD through linking the priorities of the
National Commission with those of UNESCO.

Mr Montgomerie discussed partnership building for ESD including the Sustainable
Aotearoa New Zealand (SANZ) partnership which has enabled ESD to reach a
wider audience. He also spoke of Untouched World and the work they do on ESD.
He showed the Vision, Goals, Values, Objectives & Principles related to ESD and
explained how work had been done to ‘localize’ these to the NZ context. He talked
a little about the Think Tanks that have been held in NZ with different focuses:

a) Science & Ethics — he showed a “Wordle’ word map of key words
emerging from this

b) Hope & Rejuvenation — he spoke of the new paradigm ‘Love &
Connection’

c) A Coherent Story — He explained this as a collaborative event which
discussed strong sustainability and how it comes from a values shift

Concerning the output of public education & engagement in ESD, he spoke of
national forums with a wide section of opinion leaders. Finally he mentioned
future pathways which can bring about changes in the education sector and
focused in on the tertiary education sector. He introduced a case study of Otago
Polytechnic and how they are implementing teaching & learning for developing
sustainability professionals across all sectors and faculties. He explained that this
is currently a unique model for educational change in the country.

Mr Sheldon Shaeffer reiterated the role of the NC and the public/private sector
collaboration that was shown. He also expressed the need for the spiritual
dimension of ESD to be included in definitions of it.

Vietnam: Mr Tho Quang Pham, Deputy Secretary General, Vietnam National
Commission for UNESCO

Mr Pham outlined some of the background to ESD in Vietnam. He talked about a
range of schemes that had been introduced in the country including awareness-
raising and monitoring and evaluation for ESD. He then introduced the National
Action Plan (NAP) for ESD which is stressing the need to integrate ESD into
educational plans at all levels. The main thrust of the NAP is EfA centering on
improving basic education in the country along with improving the educational
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Vil

infrastructure for this.

He provided some concrete achievements including: workshops on capacity
building, awareness raising, teacher-training, networking and monitoring and
evaluation. He explained that 20 related themes for learning materials had been
created in Vietnam. He also talked about best practice including work with ACCU
on a project to improve access to education for disabled children. He introduced
examples of partnerships between German and Vietnamese universities to create
materials to promote ESD. He explained some of the challenges for ESD such as a
lack of awareness and understanding of the role of ESD by stakeholder institutions.
He concluded by outlining key factors for promoting ESD and stressed the
importance of the legal basis for implementing ESD in the Vietnamese system,
stating that there is a strong commitment to ESD in Vietnam.

Mr Shaeffer reiterated the importance of the National Commissions in promoting
ESD. He also mentioned how teacher-training institutions play a key role in
implementing ESD.

UNESCO Central Asian Cluster Office: Ms Inna Melinkoba, Education Specialist,
Almaty, Kazakhstan

Ms Melnikova gave some geographical information about Central Asia. She spoke
of the integrated, results-based approach to ESD in the region. She talked about
creating links between ESD, EfA and the MDGs and how interested parties, such
as EfA coordinators, had gathered to discuss these. She spoke of the links between
ESD and Poverty Reduction Strategies (PRS). Ms Melnikova mentioned a range of
efforts to promote good practice, highlighting the need to integrate ESD into all
aspects of education. She offered suggestions as to how to do this through
promoting ESD through the strategic use of UNESCO networks (e.g. eco-schools,
UNESCO Chairs, clubs, theme groups, associations of universities & HEIs,
UNEVOC Centers, community learning centres). She described teacher training in
more detail, suggesting that training should focus on ESD priorities (e.g. gender,
life skills, human rights, inclusive education). Ms Melnikova also spoke of the
importance of materials that have been developed to promote ESD in the region.

In terms of lessons learnt she acknowledged the need for frameworks to monitor
progress and report back on this. She explained ESD priorities for some of the
countries involved and similarities and differences between these countries. She
highlighted some concerns such as the lack of a clear vision. Ms Melnikova said
that teacher-training was a key focus at this stage in the DESD. She talked about
expectations of outcomes of the ESD Conference in Germany in 2009 including
the opportunities for engagement in a wide range of consultations and policy
dialogue and for networking and sharing between networks.

12
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Mr Shaeffer reiterated the need to integrate ESD and EfA into the discourse of
donor groups as well as ASPnet and the need to establish national statistics
organizations to collect data on ESD independently. He raised the question of
whether ESD should be a separate subject or if it should be integrated into existing
disciplines.

Mr Singh, the new Director of the Beijing Cluster Office of UNESCO then
commented on some of the key messages up to this point in the session:

a) Complexity of ESD — he argued that in seeking to inform thinking and
practice across government and educational systems there is a need for
holistic, comprehensive thinking

b) Innovative Practices for ESD — Mr Singh emphasized the need for
flexibility, openness and the inclusion of younger people (the role of
youth). He expressed their desire to contribute to society. He added that
there was a need to create time and space for dialogues on ESD.

c) Issues of Interest — he stressed the importance of teacher-training and
thinking about the role of teachers, arguing that we have to think of
investing more in teachers. He explained the role of the media is also very
important.

d) Sustainable Consumption — he stated that this needs to be brought forward
and discussed more.

Mr Michel Ricard, the President of the French Committee for the UN DESD asked
Mr Montgomerie about the role of distance learning in the South Pacific and for
further details about ESD at Otago University and other universities. Mr
Montgomerie asked Ms Konai Helu Thaman, Professor at the University of the
South Pacific to speak. She spoke of mainstreaming ESD at the tertiary level and
how courses are being offered flexibly and through distance learning.

The NC representative for the Republic of Korea enquired about the working
mechanisms of think tank processes in NZ. Mr Montgomerie asked Mr Wayne
Cartwright, Chair of SANZ, to comment on the Think Tanks. Mr Cartwright said
that it was important to establish a process where future scenarios must be dealt
with sensitively. He highlighted the need to develop a positive framework and do
this through the ‘Hope & Rejuvenation’ thinking that was mentioned by Mr
Montgomerie in his speech earlier in the schedule.

A Professor from the Sustainability Science Institute at the University of Tokyo
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said that she is interested in the relationship between ESD & social capital. The
Professor questioned whether the think tank groups think about social capital &
ESD. Mr Cartwright said that research in New Zealand had found that social
capital must change for strong sustainability. He said a major aspect of this must
be a paradigm shift in education.

Ms Mee Young Choi from the Institute of Global Environmental Strategies
(IGES), Tokyo commented on the differences in the rates of progress in ESD
throughout the region. She posed a question to the representative from the Central
Asian Cluster Office asking for an example of Poverty Reduction Strategies. Ms
Melnikova spoke of the community learning centres and the partnerships that were
important in developing these as well as teaching users of these centres what life
skills are necessary to survive, to earn money and to trade, which will contribute to
poverty reduction within their community.

Mr Sheldon Shaeffer then closed the morning session and a session on Japanese
story-telling then took place.

Afternoon Session

Mr Shaeffer opened the afternoon session by inviting presentations by Nominees
of the National Commissions and UNESCO Cluster Office in Central Asia

Mongolia: Mr. Sanjbegz Tumur-Ochir, Vice Minister, Ministry of Education

Mr Tumur-Ochir spoke about ESD initiatives in Mongolia including monitoring
and evaluation, non-formal education, pre-service and in-service teacher-training,
stakeholder involvement and knowledge management of ESD.

Mr Shaeffer offered his views on the role of non-formal education and the
importance of
considering how to embed ESD into this sector of education.

Japan: Mr Masakazu Goto , Senior Researcher, National Institute for Educational
Policy (NIER)

Mr Goto gave an overview of ESD in Japan starting with a basic view of ESD and
moving on to outline activities in ESD in Japan. He then explained how the JNCU
has been working with other agencies to promote ESD, showing a timeline of
legislations and decisions relevant to Environmental Education (EE)/ESD.

The relationship between ESD and school education was then shown and the
‘Basic Plan for the Promotion of Education’ was described. He mentioned the
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concept of ‘Zest for Living’ as a part of the new curriculum reform. Mr Goto then
showed some concrete examples of ESD through environmental education
programs such as the GLOBE Program and a Teacher’s Guide for EE, published in
2007. He spoke of the need for community-based ESD programs and also
mentioned the importance of partnerships within these.

Mr Goto stated the need for horizontal links between schools at different
educational stages and the need for learning outside of school. He spoke of
national and international initiatives to promote ESD through a range of themes.
He gave an outline of ESD initiatives and asked members to refer to the Japanese
document given to attendees. He stressed the desire to expand Japan’s role in ESD
worldwide.

Mr Shaeffer suggested there was a need to look at ESD at the pre-school level and
how Japan might benefit from continuing to look beyond environmental education
and finding synergies between ESD and other areas.

Malaysia: Mr Nur Anuar Abdul Muthalib, Assistant Director, Educational
Planning and Research Division

Mr Abdul Muthalib spoke about the six thrusts of the EDMP Program and then
showed an overview of the Master-Plan framework from 2006 — 2010. He spoke of
the critical success factors that are needed to lead to quality education for all. He
identified two main approaches:

a) Equity and Equality in Education
b) Further Development of Schools

He talked about the need to bridge gaps in education (e.g. variations between rural
and urban areas) and other factors such as a lack of access to technology and
students with special needs. He stated the following needs to :

a) improve the educational infrastructure

b) increase educational attendance rates, including in Technical & Vocational
Education (TVE)

c) improve the support system for less financially well-off students

d) increase the number of trained teachers in remote areas

e) provide special curricula for indigenous communities (e.g. to improve adult
literacy)

f) improve teacher quality

He then spoke about outcomes of some of the efforts that Malaysia has already
implemented, showing higher enrolment rates, reduced class sizes, improved basic
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infrastructure, more access to vocational subjects, a decrease in drop-out rates and
an increase in the number of teachers who have graduated from university. He said
that the success of the schemes relies on coordinating many stakeholders.

Mr Sheldon Shaeffer said that the Malaysian situation had focused on the
challenge of inserting ESD principles into existing curricula and that Malaysia had
many advantages because of the progress it had made. He suggested that due to
this, perhaps it was in a stronger position than some of the other countries.

China: Mr. Yu Xiaolong, Principal, Beijing Xicheng Foreign Language School;
Commissioner of the National Working Committee of China ESD Program; Vice
Director of Beijing ESD Association on behalf of Mr Shi Gendong, Executive
Director, National Working Committee of China ESD Program

Mr Xiaolong explained how ESD was building momentum at local levels in China.
He highlighted six characteristics of research including setting up platforms to
disseminate ESD and collaboration between a range of stakeholders. He said that
more than 1000 primary and secondary schools participated in ESD projects with
good effects and that there have been big advances in ESD in China in the past ten
years. He told the story of how 126 of the 1000 schools had called on politicians to
adopt ESD as a key part of the educational program in China. Mr Yu Xiaolong
then outlined some innovative practices including:

a) The development of a supportive mechanisms to carry forward ESD

b) The establishment of school curricula with an ESD focus

c) The setting up of platforms to disseminate ESD through national workshops
and international forums

d) The development of educational cooperation for ESD

He then introduced the national workshops that have already taken place in more
detail and gave some brief comments on each of the eight workshops. He stated
that the 9™ workshop will take place next week. He showed some examples of how
ESD is being implemented in China and spoke of ‘Four Respects in ESD’ that will
need to be further implemented. He also mentioned efforts to integrate these ‘Four
Respects’ into Maths education. Finally he spoke of discussions between ESD
experts and classroom teachers to develop ESD in the country.

Mr Shaeffer touched upon challenges of fitting ESD into existing Language,
Science and Mathematics programmes which would also be a goal of ESD.

India: Mr. Mool Chand Sharma, Vice Chairman, University Grants Commission

Mr Sharma started by giving two suggestions as to why ESD is increasing in
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importance in India:

a) The recognition that education can be a key part of development which can
help combat not only environmental concerns but also areas such as social
justice

b) The fact that there is a strong belief that ESD is revolutionizing the
educational process

He spoke of the role of HEIs in introducing ESD and of the requirement of every
educational institution to deliver environmental education. He explained that this
requirement was then used to expand the role of ESD in India not just focusing on
environmental education but also covering a variety of other areas. He spoke about
how the HE system has ended up with its own ESD approach and picked out some
key points within this including:

a) Access to HE (including access of minority groups to HE)
b) Quality and relevance of education
c) Educational Context

He also raised the idea of education for poverty reduction and spoke of a meeting
in November 2008 where the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme was
discussed. He mentioned the need for HEIs to research rural areas and disseminate
their research findings. He also talked of another aspect of ESD; that of integrating
ESD and developing links between the classroom and the community. He
emphasized the need for teacher training to continue so that teachers remain at the
forefront of delivering ESD in India, especially from an inter-disciplinary point of
view.

Mr Sheldon Shaeffer reiterated the need for focusing on quality. He used the
metaphor of ESD as an umbrella covering poverty alleviation and other key areas,
emphasizing the social responsibilies of the universities. He then opened the floor
to questions.

A representative of the Japanese NC made an inquiry to the Chinese NC
representative on the teacher-training aspect of ESD. The Chinese representative
outlined the procedures that have been used in China. The Phillipines NC
representative asked why China had focused on theoretical arguments rather than
classroom practice. The Chinese NC representative stated that China pays attention
to education inside and outside the classroom and that in such a large country
attempts to coordinate ESD focus on situating it in localized contexts.

Mr Singh asked the Japanese NC representative about building environmental
leadership. It was explained that the training of environmental leaders is
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implemented by MEXT, the ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology. Mr Singh also brought up the importance of the role of women in
moving ESD forward.

The Lebanese NC representative asked how Malaysia involves its agencies in
ESD. The Malaysian NC representative explained that they focus on gathering
ministers from different departments together to coordinate their plans.

A question was then asked by an attendee from the Republic of Korea about the
tripartite (TAM) meeting between China, Japan & Korea. She asked if there were
partnerships that have been created and if partnerships between the ministries of
the respective countries exist. The Japanese representative answered that there will
be improved links between the MOE & MEXT. In the public of Korea, it was
explained that there are increasing opportunities for cooperation between the two
departments.

The Bangladesh NC representative discussed the role of women in the country. He
talked about the positive intergenerational impacts relating to education for girls.
He spoke of the NC for Disaster Impact with the involvement of 12 ministries in
the country.

Ms Choi from the Institute of Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) spoke of
the Environmental Leaders Project that she has been working on and researching.
She reiterated the social responsibility role of universities especially in the form of
the link they can provide between private and public sectors.

Mr Shaeffer suggested that ESD needs a ‘whole-school’ approach. He also said
that in-service teacher training was a key factor in the future success of ESD. He
also underlined the importance of the insertion ESD into pre-service teacher
training.

Sri Lanka: Ms Amanthi Perera, Executive, Strategic Corporate Social
Responsibility, MAS Holdings

Ms Perera stated that she wished to elaborate on the national framework of action
for Peace & ESD. She explained that she is representing public/private
partnerships in ESD at the invitation of the Sri Lankan NC. She played a DVD
highlighting efforts towards ESD in Sri Lanka. She described the efforts to
integrate ESD into existing curricula and highlighted the need for quality teacher-
training introduced with top-down support from the Ministry of Education.

She spoke of a two-pronged approach to promoting ESD in Sri Lanka involving:
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a) Reorientation of the curriculum
b) Project-Based Work

She gave some context to the Project-Based work, explaining the strong theme of
Peace education in a country that is suffering in a civil war. She highlighted the
need of economic development for developing nations but suggested that this
should come after sustainable development.

She then introduced the Private Sector Partnerships, suggesting that these can
reach a wider audience more quickly. She explained that the private sector must
work within government guidelines. The MAS Eco Group Programme shown in
the DVD was outlined in further detail and some snapshots of programmes were
provided. She highlighted the social responsibility aspect of ESD as something
Asia could take to the World conference along with thoughts about reducing
consumption patterns. She suggested that Asia will gain concrete advantages from
the World Conference.

Mr Shaeffer outlined some of the available resources, mainly in the form of
technical assistance, on ESD from UNESCO Bangkok.

Australia: Ms Diana Wright, First Assistant Secretary, Environment Quality
Division, Australian Government Department of the Environment Water Heritage
and the Arts

Ms Wright outlined her presentation and explained there was a need to consider
the environmental, social and economic aspects of ESD; suggesting that education
was just one way to achieve lasting change in personal behaviour in communities.
She spoke of the national approach within the national framework and explained
the high number of government agencies in Australia. She spoke of the National
Council on Education for Sustainability, a national network for sustainability, the
national research program, the ‘Caring for our Future’ document and the national
environmental education statement which is supported by the “Australian
Sustainable Schools Initiative.” She then spoke of the new action plan.

The Australian representative outlined the challenges in ESD in the Asia-Pacific.
She spoke of the need for cultural relevance in ESD and stated that a national
policy framework is a key tool to achieve access. She showed the Sustainability
Agenda and how this was delivered across different sectors. Ms Wright then
highlighted the importance of inter-agency collaboration in ESD and some of the
advantages of this, including the integrative nature of policies and programs to
deliver joint outcomes, improvements in efficiency and effectiveness, reductions in
duplication and improved outcomes. She explained that for inter-agency
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collaboration to be effective there needs to be clear structures and processes.

In terms of the World Conference, Ms Wright suggested that countries in the Asia-
Pacific region benefit from the conference in a number of ways such as :

a) Sharing information and experiences
b) Increasing the profile of ESD
¢) Finding practical ways to move ESD forward.

She stressed the need for cooperation in meeting the common challenges that ESD
seeks to address.

In response to Ms Perera’s intervention, Mr Shaeffer recapped the long-term
nature of ESD in Sri Lanka and touched on the impact of the global economic
crisis on private enterprises in terms of the finances they have for CSR. He asked
Ms Wright about the role of ESD in Arts Education in Australia. She stated that
there has been a focus on Cultural Heritage in Australia. In response, Mr Shaeffer
stated that Cultural Heritage Education has been included in UNESCO’s
explanation of ESD. Ms Wright spoke of the ‘Reef Guardians Program” in
Australia which is part of the Australian ‘Eco-schools Project.” Mr Shaeffer also
spoke of ways to ‘sell” ESD and the importance of the media in communicating
ESD to a wider audience.

Bangladesh: Mr Safiullah MD, Joint Secretary and National Coordinator DESD,
Bangladesh, Ministry of Education

The Bangladeshi representative stated that much progress had been seen in the
country to move towards sustainable development. He spoke of the need to
consider socio-economic concerns such as poverty and population density and
environmental concerns such as sea-level rise when considering ESD. He spoke of
the vision that the government has set in the name of ESD covering economic as
well as environmental growth. He outlined 4 priorities:

a) Sustained economic growth

b) Rural development

c) Social security and protection
d) Natural Resource management

He stressed the need for stakeholders at all levels to be involved in the
development of ESD. He talked of the environmental curricula covering a wide
range of sectors such as teacher-training. He stressed the importance of non-formal
education in Bangladesh and suggested that from looking at school textbooks, all
areas of ESD are covered in the issues that are provided. He explained that
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sometimes mindsets of key figures in education aren’t always focused on ESD
which provides a challenge. He spoke of the need to reorient the curricula to
include values and principles of ESD and suggested that this will come about more
easily when the key figures in the educational sector are on-board with this
program. Finally, he spoke of capacity building and the importance of
public/private partnerships in the development of ESD.

Mr Shaeffer expressed interest in SD concepts having been addressed but outside
the usual-ESD terminology. He then invited questions and comments from the
plenary.

Questions & Comments

Ms Moala-Mafi, the Tongan NC representative spoke of ESD advocacy and also
about CSR and if there were any restrictions from UNESCO in NC setting up
partnerships with private sector organizations.

Mr Shaeffer explained that UNESCO has a unit in Paris that can advise on CSR.
He asked representatives to consider the benefits of creating private/public sector
partnerships.

The NC representative for Nigeria thanked the presenters and then expressed
interest in countries with federal governments and asked about ways that these
countries have found finances and/or resources for ESD projects. Mr Shaeffer
asked India and Australia, as federal states, whether they’d like to contribute to the
discussion.

The Australian NC representative explained that they targeted areas of government
that are already interested in change and the importance of building support slowly
through network building. The ‘demonstration effect” was also emphasized as
good practice in this area. The Indian NC representative stated they had similar
problems and shared his experiences. He explained how financing of certain
programs between different levels of governments operated.

Mr Shaeffer stressed that countries shouldn’t see ESD as something extra but that
is should be incorporated into existing programs and policies.

Presentations by ESD Partners
UNU-Institute of Advanced Studies, Japan: Mr Yoshihiro Natori, Senior Fellow

Mr Natori spoke about the mission of UNU-IAS and gave some background to his
program in EfSD including teacher training for ESD. He then focused on RCEs,
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explaining what they are and how they try to deliver ESD at local (regional) level.
He provided diagrams explaining ESD in formal and non-formal education and
outlined some requirements for RCEs linking to the size of the centres. He showed
a map of the distribution of RCEs around the Asia-Pacific region and spoke of the
governance of RCEs, as well as the on-going and planned activities for these
centres. He outlined RCE Conferences that have taken place worldwide and the
moves towards continental networking that are taking place. Mr Natori introduced
some thematic areas such as teacher-training and bio-diversity and explained about
annual reports, finally giving examples of links between RCEs and NCs.

Mr Natori then introduced Prosper.Net and spoke of the role of HEIs as knowledge
providers and how networking of HEIs can help the promotion of ESD. He gave a
timeline for the launch of the Prosper.Net scheme and explained three areas that
UNU-IAS is currently interested in.

ACCU, Japan: Ms Tomoko Shibao, Director, Education Division

Ms Shibao introduced ACCU and explained that her presentation would cover
recent experiences. She spoke of the International Implementation scheme (11S)
which has spread the philosophy and ideals of ESD and of ACCU’s hopes for the
next five years of ESD coming up to the end of the decade. She mentioned the
interesting and complex nature of ESD and how it covers a wide range of issues at
a wide range of scales. Ms Shibao highlighted some of the different aspects of
ESD and focused in on teacher feedback relating to challenges to implementing
ESD. She then gave some suggestions for introducing or developing ESD,
mentioning a focus on learners’ needs as one way to help develop and disseminate
ESD.

Ms Shibao spoke of the Centre of Excellence Programs as well as innovative
programmes in ESD around the Asia-Pacific Region. She also introduced some
materials for environmental education and the ESD Photo Message Contest. She
raised the idea of the Photo Message Caravan and discussed the ASP Schools
Network in Japan. She highlighted how ESD brings a number of benefits to
education and learning such as partnerships between schools and communities as
well as other benefits including learning and discovery for all those involved.

Ms Shibao picked out evaluation as an area of interest and in particular how to
evaluate ESD at the classroom level, introducing some results of this in the HOPE
(Holistic, Participatory & Empowering) scheme which ACCU has been involved
in. Ms Shibao stressed the need to check how ESD is linked to EfA and more
particularly areas such as gender equality and literacy.

Mr Sheldon Shaeffer then asked if there were any questions or comments.
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A representative from UNESCO Santiago asked about why there may be a lack of
RCEs in South America, the Caribbean and elsewhere. A UNU representative
replied that there were several Latin American applications under consideration at
the moment and that most likely there will be some in the near future. Mr Shaeffer
then explained that the Director General of UNESCO will be present the following
day, thanked all the organizers and introduced eight points for further thought:

a)

b)

d)

9)

h)

He talked about all the activities and how they are embedded in each other
stressing that teaching and learning for ESD could also extend to very
young learners

He talked about the importance of mapping where we stand and how this
can be developed further

He spoke of monitoring & evaluation and how indicators are needed,
suggesting that we need to be able have proof of the impacts of ESD by the
time of the World Conference in 2009 and stating that we need benchmark
data now.

He reiterated the importance of partnerships, saying that a wide range of
partnerships were introduced and that there needs to broad, cross-sectoral
partnerships

He expressed the need for more information about how ESD is and can be
inserted into laws and legislation (e.g. national educational policies)

He highlighted the content & quality of ESD, giving biodiversity and
cultural diversity as examples. He reiterated that ESD is more than content
and enquired as to the methods that are and can be used to internalize the
values and behaviours we want students to learn

He spoke of the comprehensive nature of ESD, expressing the idea that
ESD covers a whole range of things, stressing the need to reorient systems
to ‘do things differently.’

He finished by emphasizing that we need to keep sight of the larger vision,
that our efforts towards ESD won’t finish when the DESD finishes but that
significant progress will have been made by 2014.

Mr Shaeffer then closed the session.
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Opening Session
Wednesday 3™ December 2008

1 Mr Ryu Shionoya: Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology -
Japan (MEXT)

The session was opened with welcome remarks from Mr Shionoya. He provided
some historical context to ESD, mentioning the World Summit in 2002 as a pivotal
point in its progress. He explained that since then MEXT has been supporting ESD
in the form of a trust fund, promoting ESD in addition to other programs through
MEXT. He told the Forum that MEXT has established basic plans for the promotion
of a school program, which it is hoped will be implemented by 2009. He expressed
hope for the public/private sector partnerships to bring further success in the
implementation of ESD.

2 Mr Mr Koichiro Matsuura: Director-General of UNESCO

Mr Richmond began by explaining that he was speaking on behalf of the Director-
General of UNESCO, Mr Koichiro Matsuura, and then commented on the opening
remarks from Mr Shionoya. He addressed the participants of the Forum and
expressed his appreciation to MEXT, the INCU & ACCU for organizing this as well
as thanks to the UNU and Miyagi University for co-organizing the event.

Mr Richmond explained that globalization is affecting all our lives around the world
and commented on the consequences of the economic crisis, and linked this to over-
use of the earth’s natural resources. He explained the development in the ways that
mankind has chosen to live over the last two centuries is unsustainable and the
DESD is a way to help mankind reverse this and create a sustainable future.

Mr Richmond spoke of the G8 Summit and the focus on ESD there and its
importance to our understanding of climate change. He accepted that it would take
time to see the effects of ESD but that it was a key tool towards more sustainable
lifestyles and societies. He commented on the role of UNESCO and the role of ESD
in providing quality education worldwide. He commented on the links between ESD
and other global initiatives such as EfA and the MDGs.

Mr Richmond explained that ESD requires a paradigm shift in thinking and that this,
coupled with the fact that there is no universal model of ESD, raise many questions
and challenges for its progress which he said UNESCO is committed to addressing.
He argued that we need to accept the complexity of this task and keep channels for
discussion open. He said that the DESD focuses on inter-dependence between
humankind and nature, the connections between societies and the idea of
intergenerational interdependence. He stressed the need to respect pluralism and
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diversity, arguing that the urgent challenge is to try and create a new, constructive
inter-dependence and the DESD Implementation Scheme emphasizes this using a
common framework showing best practices in ESD which encourages different
countries, regions and continents to set ESD in their own contexts.

Mr Richmond went on to give some examples of achievements at a range of levels:

a)

b)

Global — Mechanisms, such as the Monitoring & Evaluation framework, help
UNESCO assess global progress and share and disseminate good practice
between member states.

Regional — Mr Richmond spoke of intense activity in the field centres,
commenting that yesterday the NCs showed many innovative policies and
practices for ESD. He explained that UNESCO has been assisting member
states in a number of ways including working with planners to reorient
existing educational policies and other ways. He emphasized the importance
of the Mid-Point Conference on ESD in Bonn in 2009 in bringing key
stakeholders together to discuss progress. He referred to the French, Swedish
& African Conferences that took place in 2008 and then reemphasized the
important role of this Forum in preparing for the World Conference next
year.

Mr Richmond then introduced some key issues to guide deliberations for this Forum
including:

a)
b)

c)

d)

e)

Systematic Approach to ESD - the need for a broad approach including
capacity building and curriculum renewal

Visibility - the significance of ESD must be felt by people everywhere,
it is important to encourage projects to enhance this

Teacher-training for formal and informal education — need to highlight
pedagogies that stimulate learners to analyse problems and find solutions to
real-world problems

Research — this can help develop innovative approaches in teaching and
learning for ESD as well as provide data to inform policy making
Partnerships — UNESCO has entered into many partnerships with UN
Agencies and efforts to work with the private sector are also encouraging

Mr Richmond expressed the idea that the Forum could stimulate dialogue and lead
to change for sustainable development. He spoke of upcoming conferences and
explained that the common vision that runs through these is quality education. He
concluded by saying the DESD enables us to learn together to create a better, more
sustainable world. This international movement is gaining momentum and it is key
to rebuilding tomorrow’s world.
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3 Mr Taro Aso: Prime Minister of Japan (Video Message)

Mr Aso gave some welcome remarks and then spoke of the challenges of global
environmental issues, explaining that now is the time to act on these. He spoke of
the urgent challenge to create sustainable societies. He also mentioned the history of
the DESD in the Japanese context and the Mid-Point next year. Mr Aso expressed
the importance of human resources in creating sustainable societies, adding that in
resource poor countries like Japan, this was key. He also highlighted the importance
and need for inter-dependence. Mr Aso argued that ESD is key in leading to
behavioral and attitude change that is needed for sustainable futures and that we
need to protect this beautiful earth that we will pass on to our children.

4 Mr Konrad Osterwalder: Rector, United Nations University (Video Message)

Mr Osterwalder expressed a warm welcome to all participants. He said the UNU
was proud to help with the Forum. He recognized the importance of this chance to
discuss Flagship Projects, partnerships with the private sector as well as the
opportunity to review progress in ESD to date. He shared several thoughts about the
UNU-IAS EfSD Program and explained that this has actively been promoting ESD
programs around the Region and spoke of the role of Prosper.Net in this, stressing
the innovative idea of this network. Mr Osterwalder gave his reason for not being
able to attend the Forum and expressed his hope for significant discussions that will
contribute to the DESD.

5 Keynote Lecture: Possibilities and Expectations for ESD

Mr Hiroyuki Yoshikawa: Former Chairperson, Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO; President, National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and
Technology (AIST)

Mr Yoshikawa welcomed all participants and then spoke immediately about the
challenges of ESD, stating that there is a need for stronger collaboration between
educators and researchers. He spoke of UNESCQ’s efforts to turn ESD into reality
and of the theory and practice of ESD, expressing his idea that there is still lots to
learn about this subject. He mentioned the II1S and how it repeatedly expresses the
need for pluralism in ESD and the need to cite ESD in the context it is being
delivered in, adding that this is challenging yet important.

Mr Yoshikawa then spoke of one particular aspect of ESD entitled ‘Atavism in View
of Artifact (Purpose of Human Actions).” He spoke of the wide range of artifacts
that we make as human beings and how traditionally these were symbolic or means
of survival. However, in more recent times there has been a change in the nature of
artifacts and in the second half of the twentieth century this has created many
problems. He suggested for the survival of humankind there were many changes
needed in ways of thinking and ESD could play a role in this.

27

The International Forum on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Dialogue 2008
Midpoint Event of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD)



Mr Yoshikawa then spoke of ‘Diversified Requirements for Sustainability’ and
‘Actions for Sustainability.” explaining that action has already happened in many
fields such as Philosophy (Cool Earth, 2007), Science (IPCC, 2007), Technology
(carbon sequestration), Politics (COP13, 2007) and Economics (Sectoral Approach,
2007). He offered a historical perspective to these actions in their respective areas
including events such as The Club of Rome (Philosophy) and Emission Trading
(Economics).

In terms of Education, Mr Yoshikawa spoke of the development of educational
curricula in the 19" century with the growth of separate disciplines. Mr Yoshikawa
explained that in the 1950s there was progress in the Sciences which led to
improvements in the quality of education. He continued by saying that now we are
talking about sustainable development being discussed in separate disciplines and
suggested that there has been a move towards SD in all the sectors of society
mentioned previously, but questioned how this has been reflected in ESD.

Mr Yoshikawa then gave an overview of the ‘Pre-History of ESD,” dating from
1972 to 2005, covering key events such as the 1977 Intergovernmental Conference
on Environmental Education in Thilisi and culminating in the launch of the DESD in
2005. He went into more detail of the Intergovernmental Conference on
Environmental Education in Thilisi in 1977, emphasizing how at this point the need
to integrate EE into all educational disciplines was recognized. It was also
understood at that time that this was a complex challenge and that EE covered not
only the environment, but also social and economic factors. Therefore, EE was seen
as inter-disciplinary and that new pedagogies for teaching would be necessary.

Mr Yoshikawa spoke of the UNDESD IIS in 2005 and highlighted the need to
reorient basic education to address sustainability which is a key challenge of ESD.
He further highlighted skills and values as a key area, especially in Japan, stating
that sustainability itself is a value. He showed the English National Curriculum as an
example of how tradition has led to a focus on independent discipline and mentioned
links to the Japanese curriculum. He showed Japanese university curricula and
suggested that an inter-disciplinary approach was also necessary here but the
traditional discipline-based approach would be difficult to replace. However, he
added that it must be reoriented because disciplinary-based curricula will not be
enough in creating sustainable environments.

Mr Yoshikawa spoke of traditional ‘evils’ that threatened humans (e.g. floods,
diseases and poverty) and suggested that fighting against these evils led to the
creation of disciplines such as Ethics, Logics, Micro-Biology, Meteorology,
Seismology & Physics. He then went on to speak of more modern day evils such as
global warming, terrorism and solitude in cities. He argued that there is a need to
fight against these modern evils but that this is challenging. He showed research into
‘Creating Knowledge for a Useful Society” and mentioned the gaps that exist in the
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research. He highlighted 6 domains aimed at realizing a sustainable society,
stressing the need for inter-disciplinary research with researchers that are trying to
broaden their perspectives. He showed a ‘Loop for Sustainable Evolution’ in which
educators play a key role and then explained this in more detail commenting on
creating inter-linkages between researchers, teachers and policy makers that could
lead to a better understanding of common issues that can be used to improve the
curriculum.

Overview of DESD: Key Developments

The Role of UNESCO in the UN DESD: Mr Mark Richmond, Director for the
Coordination of UN Priorities in Education, UNESCO

Mr Richmond gave thanks to multi-lateral partners and collaborators as well as
budgetary contributors, giving a special acknowledgement to Japan for the Japanese
Funds in Trust. He then explained that he wished to discuss UNESCQ’s role in the
DESD and the challenges & opportunities in the years ahead.

Mr Richmond explained that at t global level, UNESCO has acted as a leader and
catalyst for forwarding ESD. He explained the importance of the I1S in guiding
performance by providing a foundation and framework for UNESCQ’s role in ESD.
He spoke of the massive contributions to ESD that UNESCO is involved in and
emphasized efforts to provide support on areas such as the DESD High-level Panel
as well as other teams and advisory groups that work together on these issues,
stressing the importance of the supporting role of these guidance organisms.

Mr Richmond said that UNESCO goes beyond this to work with other agencies and
on other projects and stated that a key challenge is to generate the added-value that
genuine inter-sectorality can bring to the DESD. He spoke of the support for the
publication & dissemination of ESD good practices in teaching and learning
resources and monitoring and evaluation. Mr Richmond added that UNESCO has
provided a framework of partnership, collaboration and mobilization. He stressed
the importance of a systematic and integrated approach to ESD due to the need for a
fundamental reorientation of the purpose and tasks of education in the twenty-first
century including an investigation into the relationship between education and
society.

Mr Richmond spoke of both the general and specific views of ESD and gave
definitions for this. He said there was a need for society to consider the role of
education and how to reorient this towards SD. He argued that ESD needs to leave
itself open to exploring links between other sectors of education, as UNESCO has
tried to do with the EfA scheme and HIV/AIDS education. He recapped that big
changes in education are necessary to respond to a plethora of global crises which
will enable mankind to find and provide longer-term solutions to these.
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Mr Richmond then went on to discuss challenges. He acknowledged that UNESCO
is one of many actors in the move towards SD and that the role of member states
was crucial in the movement towards SD. He spoke of the need for UNESCO to be
more demanding of the member states and do more to support them in their work.
He suggested that UNESCO needed to lead by example more often.

Then Mr Richmond spoke of coordination, which is important in attempts to
harmonize the push for SD. He mentioned partnerships and the need to seek out new
partners by taking the ESD message to them in ways that they can relate to. It was
expressed that if more funding were available, a lot more could be done (whilst
acknowledging the support of Japan, he suggested that more financial support could
be put to good use).

Mr Richmond also commented on Capacity Development, discussing the importance
of raising awareness of ESD with teachers both through pre- and in-service training.
He introduced advocacy as a key theme, saying that UNESCO would review this.
He stressed the role of UNESCO as a catalyst, especially in terms of showing the
relevance and importance of Education which, he explained, lies at the heart of the
change towards SD.

To conclude, Mr Richmond gave an overall view of UNESCO’s role and the
progress they have made. He suggested that an emphasis should be placed on
implementation and that although the IS is important, he re-emphasized the
importance of the member states in the implementation of ESD. He finished by
saying that monitoring and evaluation can be used as a tool for change.

Towards the Mid-Term Review of the DESD: Mr Roland Bernecker, Secretary-
General, German National Commission for UNESCO

Mr Bernecker thanked the organizers of the Forum. He spoke of the need to move
away from focusing on material values and short-term gain, suggesting that the
current global crisis has created opportunities for us to refresh our thinking. He
brought up the concept of World Philosophy Day and the increase in importance of
this around the world, finally making reference to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave -
alluding that his allegory is perhaps much more relevant to our society now than it
was for cavemen.

Mr Bernecker then switched his focus to the UNESCO World Conference on ESD
from March 31% - April 2" 2009 in Bonn, Germany and its four main objectives:

a) To highlight the essential contribution of ESD to education

b) To promote international exchange on ESD (especially north-north; north-
south relations)

c) To carry out stock-taking of DESD implementation

d) To develop strategies for the way ahead
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Mr Bernecker then introduced the expected outcomes and highlighted some of these
which included:

a) A better understanding of ESD

b) The sharing of good practices and experiences from different socio-cultural
contexts.

c) An increased understanding of the political importance of ESD

d) The dissemination of key strategic directions and priorities for actions &
improved partnerships

Mr Bernecker spoke about some of the logistical points relating to the Conference,
such as the 22 workshops that will take place and the International Advisory Group.
He expressed the opportunity to share knowledge and outcomes from previous ESD
meetings with participants from across the world.

On a personal note, Mr Bernecker explained that legitimizing our present actions
through our past behaviour cannot continue. He added that we will need a paradigm
shift to start to base our present-day actions on their future implications. He argued
that we must learn from the future and provide our children with the skills they will
need for the world in thirty or fifty years’ time. He suggested that the disparity that
has existed between economic and sustainable development will be negated through
this type of learning. The Opening Session was then closed.
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Mr Richmond then mentioned the need to reinforce the importance of the values
basis of ESD and how this can help us move the focus away from only the
environment. He spoke of the need for all educational institutions to have a social
responsibility. He concluded by saying that much progress has been made and it is
important to acknowledge the milestones in midst of constructive criticisms.
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Special Session
ESD Activities in the Region
Wednesday 3" December 2008

[Speakers]
Ms. Astrid HOLLANDER
(Assistant program Specialist, UNESCO Santiago)
Mr. Sulieman SULIEMAN
(Program Specialist, UNESCO Beirut)
Mr. Teeluck BHUWANEE
(Program Specialist, UNESCO Dakar)

Mr. IWAI Atsumu (Senior Specialist for International Cooperation, Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
Japan)

Mr. NAGAO Masafumi (Visiting Professor, International Christian University)
Ms. Astrid HOLLANDER (Assistant program Specialist, UNESCO Santiago)

Ms. Astrid thanked for having the opportunity to speak there. First, she introduced
the overview, especially about regional program of ESD, UNESCO Santiago. She
then talked of the regional program on ESD, and she said that the specific objectives
are policy makers, teachers, and community. And also she explained the strategies
are strengthening dialogue and exchange among the main stakeholders and
knowledge production. To practice them, she noted the current project: regional M
& E to fix and progress the ESD. She talked ESD should be understood as a process
to make the regional society better.

She mentioned that it makes great effort to forward both of M&E and DESD. And
she talked of financing and of the need for defined structures for ESD at country
level. Then she said it’s important to systematize the materials and information and
tools on ESD. She noted about the importance of partnership and exchange of
information and experiences. Finally she explained the project of Promoting ESD in
Latin America and in the Caribbean region.

Mr. Sulieman SULIEMAN(Program Specialist, UNESCO Beirut)

Mr. Sulieman introduced DESD Phases of implementation in Arab region which
separated 3 phases. He gave his presentation mainly about the revelation of the
results of the monitoring. He talked of the achievements of ESD in Arabian
countries. And also he noted the difficulties of the evaluation for ESD quality.

Then he mentioned that ESD is one of the national plans. He also talked of the
importance of the resource and materials in the Arabic language, the technical and
financial supports, and global corporation. At the last, he introduced the facilities
connected ESD in Egypt.
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3 Mr. Teeluck BHUWANEE(Program Specialist, UNESCO Dakar)

Ms. Teeluck introduced the commitment of some African countries first of all. He
explained the history of ESD in Africa. Then he said that they are trying to forward
the political commitment and to adopt a multi-stakeholder partnership approach. He
also talked that it’s important to work at both of formal and non formal levels,
considering the percentage of children who don’t go to school.

And he mentioned the extension of the networks. Then he talked that the teacher
education network is very important.

He gave the messages, “the 7Rs of ESD”. And he stated the concept of ESD, the
main effort for ESD, and specific activities.

He stressed the significance of appropriate monitoring and evaluation. Finally he
talked about the challenges to forward ESD.

4 Mr. IWAI Atsumu(Senior Specialist for International Cooperation, Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan)

Mr. lwai talked about the UN Decade of ESD. He explained the activities to
promote ESD for Japanese universities. He mentioned the networks with Asia and
Africa to improve the effect of ESD. And he gave the examples of the international
program between Japanese universities and universities in Asia and Africa. He also
explained the cooperation with RCE, both of in Japan and overseas. He said that
Japan promotes the network of ESD especially in Africa. Then he mentioned the
way forward.

5 Mr. NAGAO Masafumi(Visiting Professor, International Christian University)

Mr. Nagao gave his presentation about ESD in Africa. First, he talked of the
project of Japan-South Africa collaboration for primary and secondary schools based
on inter-university collaboration. He said these schools cooperate to make sense
each background. And also he explained the collaboration of universities in Japan
and in Africa. Then he mentioned the project should promote universities, partner
schools and also surrounding communities. He said that it’s important to establish
ESD organization and to share their information. He noted that the last aim is that
children take care of our planet in common understanding. He gave some examples
of ESD in Japanese primary schools with pictures.

He explained the UNU project on ESD in Africa. He said that UNU thinks of
promotion of the network between Japanese universities and African ones by the
cooperation by UNESCO etc. At the last he said the task ahead.
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1

Session One
Formulation of Flagship Projects
Thursday 4th December 2008

[ Facilitator:]

Mr Carl Lindberg (Former Vice Minister, Ministry of Education and Science,
Sweden)
[Panelists:]
Mr Roland Bernecker (Secretary-General, German National Commission for
UNESCO)

Ms Mary-Joy Pigozzi (Senior Vice President, Academy for Education
Development(Former Director, Division for the Promotion
of Quality Education, UNESCO)

Mr Michel Ricard (President of the French Committee for the UN DESD)

Mr Yamamoto Tadamichi
(Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Japan to UNESCO)

Session 1 began with Mr. Lindberg giving a brief introductory talk in which he
explained that there is a focus on formulating flagship projects to stimulate
implementation of ESD during the second half of the decade. He suggested that in
order to implement ESD in a more visible and comprehensive manner, it is
necessary to define issues in a more focused way and demonstrate specific
approaches and practices that are acceptable to a considerable number of
stakeholders, especially teachers and learners in formal and non-formal settings. He
explained that this session will discuss the acceleration of concrete actions on ESD
through flagship projects in order to provide significant contributions to the mid-
term review conference. He presented five examples of projects, each with their
unique focus. Some key points he raised were the need to:

a) Clearly define sustainable development as an overall perspective within the
EFA process and the ASPNET and other school networks

b) Disseminate ESD among relevant stakeholders by UNESCO committees

c) Encourage school authorities and others to introduce special awards to
promote national efforts to disseminate ESD principles,

d) Consider the need for a UNESCO declaration on ESD
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Mr. Roland Bernecker, Secretary-General, German National Commission for
UNESCO

Mr. Bernecker introduced various ESD activities in Germany, through which he
reiterated the importance of public-private partnerships which he suggested could
focus on the benefits of CSR and not just the financial benefits of working together.
He also stressed the value of international cooperation, emphasizing the fact that
Africa was particularly serious about this issue.

Mr Bernecker then went on to introduce ESD Decade projects in Germany saying
that promoting and recognizing good practice is vital, adding that a participatory
approach and a long-term perspective are also important. He gave some examples
including a bookcase-building program for children called the Forest of Books in
which each student contributes to developing a library and the Official German
Decade City program which has already received 750 nominations towards its target
of 1000 projects.

Ms Mary Joy Pigozzi, Senior Vice President, Academy for Educational
Development; Former Director Division for the Promotion of Quality Education,
UNESCO

Ms Pigozzi started by questioning where the emphasis should be to support member
states, suggesting that outcomes can be strengthened by building on local, national,
and regional actions. She stressed the need to plan ESD actions for the realities of
today in a world facing environmental, economic and political instability; she placed
a particular emphasis on urgency.

Ms Pigozzi introduced key concepts relating to the need to retain, reinforce and re-
invigorate, placing these foci on education and especially values and practical
actions. She emphasized that DESD has to be viewed as a movement as this can
bring coherence, more concentrated effort (even across borders) and flexibility. Ms
Pigozzi then gave suggestions as to how to create a movement including the need for
consensus-building, to encourage and reward effort and gradually consolidate
results.

Ms Pigozzi then raised the question of what has been learnt previously on sustaining
a movement and introduced the example of Girl’s Education which started in the
mid 1980s. She highlighted some of the key aspects that got the movement going
including: data-based advocacy, using lessons learnt from overcoming obstacles in
one country and adapting these to other countries and focusing on quality not just
access.

Ms Pigozzi stressed that a framework is paramount to maintain momentum and that
it takes time to build momentum that will result in positive, long-term educational
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outcomes. She explained that messages must be communicated clearly and including
all stakeholders without particular bias is essential and can have benefits such as
fostering partnerships. In terms of the implications for the DESD, she stated that she
thought the 1S is an excellent consensus document but that there is now a need to
focus on identifying what the economic & social reasons are to promote ESD,
adding that we know the environmental reasons, but that we need to reinforce the
economic & social reasons.

Ms Pigozzi finished by suggesting that to move forward we need to focus on
teaching and learning, take advantage of CSR, start counting and sharing the gains
we make, foster innovative practices and use technology more effectively. She
reiterated that transformation takes time and isn’t easy however the rewards are
plentiful and allow us to continue to learn and grow and be the catalyst for
purposeful change.

Mr. Michel Ricard, President of French Committee for the UN DESD

Mr Ricard briefly presented the frame of the implementation of ESD in France with
special reference to the French strategy on sustainable development, the compulsory
introduction of ESD in all school programs and the launching of the decade with the
creation of a national DESD committee in 2005. He then introduced the Bordeaux
Conference which took place in October 2008 and involved 680 participants from 74
counties who convened to work on the implementations of ESD at different levels.
He explained that key areas that were covered included the role of media in
educating & informing about SD and the positioning of teachers within an
educational continuum alongside other stakeholders.

Mr Ricard picked out four issues that he identified as relevant to all EU countries:
a) Analysis of institutional ESD systems and the role of schools in society
b) Systematic approach for the development of school-based ESD programmes
c) Professional education and development needs for ESD
d) Social and information challenges of educational systems for the DESD

Mr Ricard then went on to outline proposals to enlarge ESD to encompass a
comprehensive social approach. He explained that in France, proposals are dealing
with mobilizing people and also to sharing dialogue and creating partnerships. He
then went on to give a more regional perspective for countries of the Mediterranean
Basin, for which he expressed the desire to build on developing strong networks,
including a network of Mediterranean Universities to promote ESD in the region.

Mr Ricard finished by outlining some hopes for the second half of the decade
including: the need to:

a) Create a more integrated approach to ESD in schools
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b) Develop teacher-training programmes
c) Improve partnerships to develop new competencies
d) Encourage long-term approaches

IV Mr Tadamichi Yamamoto, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Japan to UNESCO

Mr Yamamoto stressed that we must move from the conceptual to the concrete in
the second half of the decade, highlighting that sustainable development was
complex and that wisdom from the past should be used for the future. He stated that
we have to involve people in the fields, in the communities, in schools, in families to
make real change, adding that we must make ESD more tangible and something
people can understand more easily, explaining flagship projects can help us better
understand what ESD is in action. He also argued that we need to better address the
different needs of countries according to their differing stages of development.

Mr Yamamoto highlighted the usefulness of Flagship projects because they will
enable progress and help publicize success stories. He stated that there were several
examples of this including:

a) International learning and cooperation between countries

b) Sharing of good practice success stories & experiences

c¢) Opportunities for countries and communities to adapt these examples of good
practice and make them socio and culturally contextually relevant

He suggested that by disseminating this best practice and following up on this,
awareness of ESD will increase dramatically.

Mr Yamamoto explained that we need to consider whether ESD should be an
integral part of EFA, stating that this may improve visibility with many people who
might currently be less aware of ESD. He added that the Flagship Projects would be
beneficial in supporting this process. He also proposed three flagship projects, which
include the development of a visible ESD program per country, the creation of a
special work unit to promote visibility of ESD programs and the establishment of
ESD in the national curriculum at primary & secondary levels.

2 Questions and Comments
Mr Osamu Abe, Chairperson of the Japan Council on the DESD (ESD-J) started by
stating that ESD activities vary by each country and that there have been great
projects and progress in the Asia-Pacific region in ESD, often through NGO and
non-formal education programs. He added that local knowledge and traditional
wisdom are often a key part of these projects but that they are threatened and they
must be preserved.
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Mr Abe then spoke on the topic of ESD as it pertains to Japan specifically,
introducing the concept of Comprehensive Learning, which he suggested was close
to ESD but added that few teachers introduce this type of education as ESD. He
argued that Comprehensive Learning can be identified as a flagship project in Japan.

Mr Abe added that universities & HEIs are also a type of flagship project in Japan
because they are very important in the promotion and dissemination of ESD in local
communities. Mr Abe then introduced the ESD-J network and explained its diverse
and comprehensive nature, explaining that it focuses on the idea that educational
organizations are essential to cultivating human resources for the further diffusion of
ESD. He finished by explaining that Japan will also use the integration of ESD into
the school curriculum as a flagship.

Professor Kazuyuki Mikami, Vice-Principal, Miyagi University stressed the
importance of teaching and learning in schools for the long-term success of ESD. He
added that although the maxim “Think globally, act locally” was a good ideal that is
being used increasingly in Japanese schools, it is extremely difficult to implement in
reality. He said that ASPNet is drawing attention in Japan as many schools are
increasingly interested in international exchange, but don’t know how to get
involved.

Mr Mikami stated that some universities have therefore proposed ASPNet as a way
of taking part in international exchange and that although current membership in
ASPNET is still relatively low; Miyagi prefecture recently experienced a significant
boost in the number of member schools. He strongly emphasized that universities
must act as the ‘change agent’ for schools, however he stated that with ASPNet it is
important to maintain quality whilst trying to increase the number of member
schools. He added that Miyagi University pledges its assistance and aid to
prospective schools.

The Sri Lankan NC representative recommended tangible & practical action for the
second half of the decade.

The Vietnamese NC representative started by saying that the Flagship Projects
should be presented at the World Conference in 2009. He reiterated the importance
of material development for teaching and learning for ESD and integrating ESD into
the education system through embedding it into curricula. He recognized the need to
promote a participatory approach to ESD and stressed that strategic plans should be
implemented.
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The Russian NC representative commented on the current crises that the world was
facing but said that there was the opportunity to look at these positively. He
suggested that the crises were forcing people to reflect on their lifestyles and as a
result of this a clear need for more sustainable development was being recognized.
He then went on to comment about the relationship between ESD and EFA, stating
that ESD is a broader concept than EFA, so that EFA should be seen as a part of
ESD and not the other way around. He finished by saying that although many good
examples were shown there is still a need to develop concrete concepts by specialists
in different fields.

The Korean NC representative questioned whether we have overlooked the
economic point of view in some sense, especially in the implementation of the first
half of the DESD. He asked whether it may be advisable to include economists in
the design of the World Conference.

The Philippines NC representative stated that the need to develop a ‘new man’ with
a clear, new vision for ESD at the Conference in 2009.

The Nigerian NC representative recognized that Africa has been playing catch up in
trying to develop resources for ESD since the start, but added that in some areas it
does have advantages. She suggested that a possible platform for lifting ESD in
Africa would be through recognizing its deep cultural heritage and values.

She added that although UNESCO has been emphasizing that everyone has equal
responsibility for moving ESD forward, Nigeria calls on UNESCO to lead the way
as they have the most capability and resources to guide other stakeholders.

The Indian NC representative stated that in order to address the Human Rights
component of ESD there is the need for collaboration between academics, lead
institutions, civil society organizations, NGOs, businesses, corporations and
politicians. He added that all sectors must be present to work on planning and
implementation for ESD.

The Austrian NC representative suggested the creation of a network for ESD
projects. He supported the proposal of using local knowledge used in ESD, adding
that making use of traditional heritage in projects is key to the success of ESD and
suggested that using the knowledge of older generations for the betterment of future
generations was also an important area.
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The Japanese NC representative expressed the need to view EFA and ESD together,
adding that at the World Conference, there is a need to not only present what has
been done, but also consider what models are possible to mainstream ESD into the
next half of the DESD.

The Tongan NC representative commented that Asia-Pacific countries are often
under-represented at global conferences, often due to economic restraints and called
on UNESCO to put ESD onto the agenda of Asia-Pacific Conference Forum.

The Lao-PDR NC representative explained that in Laos there is still the impression
that ESD is part of EFA and that it is important to clarify and increase concrete
knowledge and understanding of what ESD is, especially in relation to the broad
understanding of ESD. He argued that for ESD to be more popular it needs to be
easier to understand.

The Malaysian NC representative commented that UNESCO can only promote ESD,
and that individual governments have the responsibility to implement it, adding that
a consequence of this would be that implementations are very different in each
country.

The Bangladeshi NC representative questioned whether schools could be
transformed into ESD schools. In relation to Girl’s education he added that
Bangladesh has made great strides in this area and enquired as to the mechanisms to
make girls’ education in Bangladesh a model.

Responses

The Representative of UNEP spoke about a project on consumption patterns
targeting the next generation of leaders which reinforces the environmental pillar of
ESD.

Mr Bernecker stated that there needs to be a dual push to further consolidate the
concept of ESD using new statistics and new groups coupled with outreach activities
to make ESD more relevant to people. He stressed the importance of simplicity in
the ESD concept, adding that everything that is relevant is simple.

Mr Yamamoto responded to comments from the NC representative for the

Philippines, agreeing that there is a need to create a man who can understand the

future and what needs to be done to preserve society. He suggested that this vision is
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in line with ESD and that in order to achieve this we must sharpen not only the
concept of ESD itself but also the concept of implementation and the operational
concept of ESD.

Ms Pigozzi commented that we have overlooked the economic point of view in
many perspectives of ESD. She picked out youth unemployment as a key factor,
suggesting that many young people are unemployed and ill-equipped with the
knowledge, skills and tools to survive. In response to this, she suggested that there is
a need to address economic adversities from civil and social point of view, not only
the economic point of view. She concluded by saying that local and traditional
knowledge is a key part of Girls Education.
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Session Two
Global Partnerships: Towards a Global Consortium
Thursday 4th December 2008

[Facilitator: ]
Mr Teiichi Sato (Executive Director, Tokyo National Museum; Former
Ambassador, Japanese Permanent Delegate to UNESCO)
[Panelists:]
Mr Ignacio Campino (Deutsche Telekom AG)
Mr Christian Jersale (Representative Director and Executive Vice President, Veolia
Water Japan KK)
Mr Kartikeya V. Sarabhai
(Founder and Director, Centre for Environment Education, and
Chairman, Ambalal Sarabhai Enterprises Limited, India)
Mr Kiso Isao (Secretary-General, Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO)

Mr Sato explained that the goal of this session was to discuss good practices and
how global networks can be used to learn from each other and develop partnerships
for improving and implementing ESD. He said we should pay special attention to
the things we need to pay attention to in the process of developing these partnerships
and networks.

Mr Ignacio Campino, Deutsche Telekom, AG

Mr Campino gave some background information about the company, explaining that
the company has been committed to SD for the past 30 years and that its business
model acknowledges the importance of a sustainable environment. He commented
that the company’s sustainability is dependent on economic, ecological and social
components. He explained some key factors for the company to be successful in
developing sustainably including intense interaction with society and efforts to
educate its staff on sustainability.

Mr Campino added that Deutsche Telekom currently purchases a significant amount
of its electricity from renewable sources. He suggested that efforts to reduce CO?2
would increase towards 2020 and beyond and that the cost benefits that this brings
are substantial. He reiterated Mr. Yoshikawa’s statement that people can be trained
as a lifelong process, but that it was best to start from an early age to instill the
values that people will base their future actions and behaviour on. He finished by
stating that he supports UNESCO in promoting ESD to better our society.
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Mr Christian Jersale, Representative Director and Executive Vice President, Veolia
Water Japan KK

Mr Jersale explained his company’s efforts in providing a wide range of
environmental services including waste and energy management and public
transport in 68 countries. He said that the company’s goals were:
a) to raise awareness of environmental challenges and the ensuring need for
behavioral change among people concerned with their activities
b) to be committed to raise awareness locally of environmental and health
issues

Mr Jersale emphasized the company’s focus on familiarizing kids and pupils with
sustainability from a young age as they are tomorrow’s adults. He then introduced a
wide range of examples of the work that the company has done to help educate
children about ESD related concepts. These have included international initiatives
such as:
a) International environmental awareness campaigns (since 2004)
b) Drawing competitions attended by representatives by 27 countries around the
world
c) Educational programs and teaching materials to get pupils to think about
environmental and health issues related to their cities

Mr Jersale also introduced initiatives at the national level including:

a) The Water Box — an interactive, multi-lingual educational tool to get pupils
to discover basic principles of water treatment through experimentation and
scientific research (launched in 20 countries)

b) Open Door Days — where students can come and learn about the environment
and ecology (Japan)

c¢) Environment & Education Center - with an Educational Team focusing on
environmental education and teacher-training (UK)

d) Water & Environment Learning Center —using multi-media and interactive
games (Thailand)

Mr Kartikeya V Sarabhai, Founder and Director, Centre for Environment Education
and Chairman Ambalal Sarabhai Enterprises Limited, India

Mr Sarabhai followed Mr Heron’s presentation with his own views on the changing
role of industry. He stated the need for the private sector to develop a larger vision
of its own role in creating sustainable societies, as well as for creating partnerships
that can result in more philanthropic practices.

Mr Sarabhai gave several examples of projects that are promoting partnerships and
sustainability. These include projects on Disaster Management for events such as
earthquakes, tsunamis, communal riots and terror strikes where the aim is to rebuild
hope through inter-agency collaboration. Another example was the ‘Pick Right
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Campaign’ a three-year climate change education partnership with the Ministry of
the Environment and Arcelor Mittal, hoping to reach 200,000 schools and about 20
million children.

Mr Sarabhai also proposed “Earth Care Awards” as well as a system of product
certification that could take into account the climate/environmental impact of
products. Two other examples he provided were a “Teach India’ campaign involving
volunteering to teach literacy and the concept of the business of “sustainability
diagnosis.” Mr Sarabhai stressed that education is a driver for change and that
partnerships are a key part of ESD that should be further discussed at the World
Conference.

Towards a Global Consortium: Mr Isao Kiso, Secretary-General, Japanese National
Commission for UNESCO

The final speaker, Secretary-General Kiso, shared information on the projects being
implemented in Japan. He announced various examples of industry-education
cooperation such as P&G, Sompo Japan, and Mitsubishi. One of good example is
“Kids X change” programme promoted by Nippon Express. The programme is
publishing/distributing textbooks and encouraging teachers to use them at
conventional curriculum. The published textbook is the first Japanese version of
Youth X Change (developed by UNEP/UNESCO) for elementary school
teachers/students. He particularly emphasized that rather than a lack of such cases,
many corporate ESD efforts go unrecognized, which is not conducive to
encouraging corporations to involve themselves with ESD. He therefore stressed that
visibility is an extremely important element within the corporation-ESD paradigm.

Questions & Comments

Mr Campino discussed the issue of motivating people to be involved in ESD and
how to motivate companies to become involved in this area. He explained that it is a
matter of survival to address ESD issues and went into more detail about the
approach of Deutsche Telecom to this.

Mr Campino explained that as a telecommunications company, there are many fields
of impact: electricity, transportation and paper are all used in the company’s
activities. However, when it comes to ESD there is a need of new alliances, new
instruments to approach industries. Mr Campino described how The Dow Jones
developed a “Sustainability Index,’ stating that at the time it was introduced it was
seen as quite a revolution, but after a while companies were trying to be evaluated.
He linked this to the need to monitor education and suggested that perhaps a similar
index could be created for education as well.
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Mr Jersale, (Veolia Environment) commented on the importance of teaching and
learning, giving the example of students learning about water conservation in
regions where there is pressure on water supplies. He stressed that these activities
were often most successful when carried out through partnerships.

Mr. Sarabhai explained that a company’s geographical location can help raise the
likelihood of them becoming involved in ESD activities. He also acknowledged the
value of symbols in the business community, giving the Lions Club symbol as an
example of how this group is using their resources to maintain the land. He said that
creative and innovative ideas can catch the attention of companies, and that money
for these ideas can sometimes become available. In this way, he explained, good
examples are also good motivators.

Mr Kiso suggested that a lack of visibility or recognition for ESD can lead to lack of
resources and that this is a vicious circle that needs to be broken. He reiterated the
need for visibility of Flagship Projects and a strategic approach to communication
campaigns. Mr Kiso stated that the financial crisis will affect funding and CSR and
that as a response to this he raised the idea of creating a global consortium as a
platform for both communication and actions.

Mr Campino said Deutsche Telekom is using ESD activities in its advertising.

Mr Sato questioned the scale of the task in creating a global consortium. He
suggested that this is a very challenging task and asked Mr Kiso to provide concrete
actions that could be taken towards this.

Mr Kiso responded by giving the national example of ESD-J in Japan, stating that
this is a domestic NPO that is working with different actors including the
government and private sector.

Mr Sarabhai that the role of the media is often very important in bringing visibility.
He explained that if an NGO is able to publicize their ESD activities then this
media-activity may attract companies and involve them in these activities.

Mr Mark Richmond contributed by stating that global networks do exist and that
they bring international enterprises and different actors to the arena. He added that
he sees the creation of a global consortium as a difficult if not unnecessary thing. He
then closed this portion by stating that existing networks should be optimally

53

The International Forum on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Dialogue 2008
Midpoint Event of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD)



harnessed, which will increase chances of success by economizing on efforts.

Ms. Tsukushi representing The Good Bankers, Japan presented comments from a
corporate/ financial perspective, explaining how the bank was founded ten years ago
at a time of recession when people had no confidence in banks. She said that
financially minded people got together to create The Good Bankers. She added that
nowadays, large sums of money are invested in Japan in companies with good CSR
policies and that this is a very important investment area.

She said that ESD is an aspect that should be taken into consideration and that from
the point of view of companies; ESD is viewed as how the company educates their
employees regarding CSR. She mentioned how the selected UNESCO 240
companies showed superior performance to regular Tokyo stock exchange
companies, and that financial tactics are a very valuable tool for promoting ESD.
She closed by saying that the current poor financial climate should actually be
considered an opportunity rather than risk.

Mr Campino said that in the current financial climate some companies with very
solid business bases have lost less than other companies, but that there are some core
companies in trouble. He questioned why this was and also what the coming
challenges are. He stressed the need to educate people, develop our awareness of
sustainable life styles and empower society to become more innovate in response to
the threats that have faced them for a considerable length of time such as climate
change. He added that ESD is a broad concept and the name might be too short for
what it actually comprises.

Ms Kyoko Tanikawa Jones, (Special Consultant to the UNESCO National
Commission, Japan) made a suggestion that each country could create a website to
collect donations for activities involving ESD. She added that funds could be used
for other countries in need.

A student/researcher from Tokyo University commented on the logo issue,
suggesting that an official kit for ESD with the UNESCO logo could be distributed

The NC representative for Sri Lanka said that there was a need to look at the issue
that the main reasons companies generally operate is for profit and that this was an
important issue when thinking about partnerships. He argued that a system for
entering into partnerships needs to be designed by UNESCO NCs.
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Mr Kiso discussed how to nurture policy makers and the next generation to address
environmental issues and ESD in HEIs. He stated that it’s difficult to follow inter-
disciplinary studies due to the technical nature of vocabulary and the different
concepts involved. He added that the division of the sciences makes the
understanding of other fields more challenging, suggesting that a global consortium
could be a way to address these challenges.

The Dutch NC representative reiterated and expanded on previous comments from
the Sri Lankan NC representative about the profit-based nature of companies. He
added that most people live in consumption-based societies, where companies invest
heavily into advertising making it difficult for people not to consume. He stated that
economies are evaluated through consumption patterns.

He went on to ask if there are other ways to be successful in business, other ways to
grow, not with consumers but with people or to people. He emphasized the need to
begin addressing the issue of consumption as the more people consume, the more
there is a need for resources and activities such as recycling.

The Bangladeshi NC representative expressed the importance of educating
businesses to operate more sustainably by reorienting their business activities.

Mr Kiso commented that a website for companies to make financial donations is a
good idea, if companies are willing to do so using the available technology.

Mr Campino said that the previous address from the Dutch NC representative was
crucial, saying that there have been big conferences about consumption and
consumption behavior in Germany. He highlighted the importance of the role of
companies in helping to create a sustainable society.

Mr Richmond, commenting on the logo issue, said that the size/dimension of the
logo depends on its design, but emphasized that the question of the identity is
important and this links to discussions about how best to communicate the message
of ESD. He added that ESD is a complex concept as is SD, questioning whether it is
possible to simplify and make it a concept that people can understand. At this point
he added that he doesn’t have answers to those questions but he did recognize that
there is no easy solution.

Mr Kiso then expressed his concern that there is a need for new momentum to move
ESD forward.
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Mr Richmond commented that people do not seem prepared to provide the funds
necessary to solve the most basic human needs in our world.

Mr Sarabhai commented that it is important to consider how people view profit and
value, asking whether it is important to make links between the public and private
sectors. He added that by putting issues related to this within a specific timeframe a
clearer picture may emerge.

The NC representative for Bangladesh said that SD is pushing people towards seeing
things in a holistic way — budget is not a problem, the problem is to define this
holistic view of ESD.

The NC representative for Germany said there is a need for caution in dividing the
world into good and bad, as our thinking needs to acknowledge the complexity of
many issues relating to ESD. He said that on a positive note, many companies have
already perceived the need to act towards operating more sustainably and many are
doing this already. In relation to private sector partnerships, he added that an intense
dialogue is needed and that there is also a need to be creative and intelligent and
include the private sector as a part of a more sustainable society.

Mr Campino stated that the challenge is to shift the current economy into a
sustainable economy and include parts of the society/economy that are not doing
well. He explained that this should not be viewed in terms of good and bad, but in
terms of supporting and showing what he described as business “dinosaurs” another
way of doing business. He added that some parts of this challenge can be achieved
in small groups, but for other parts, there are many stakeholders that have to be
involved and that is why he does not see any fast solution.

Mr Jersale said that there are many SD challenges within companies and that
considering future issues was one key area for companies to allocate time and
resources to.

Mr Sarabhai stated that we are living in a period of change with all that is going on
in the world, stressing that we need partnerships involving many stakeholders. He
continued by saying that there is also a need to consider that knowledge has been
accumulated over the years and it is not a matter that we do not know anything, but
the challenge is to communicate effectively what we do know to move towards more
sustainable societies.
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Mr Kiso’s final comment before closing the Session was that there is a need for
action, mobilizing all the stakeholders involved. He said that currently people were
ready for major changes and that 2009 is a year of opportunity and a time for
boosting partnerships; and let us all use this momentum to move ESD forward.

Finally, Mr Sato concluded that it was important to keep discussing these issues at
the World conference on ESD in Bonn.
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Session Three
ESD Research & Innovation
Friday 5™ December 2008

[ Facilitator:]
Ms Aline Bory-Adams  (Chief, Section for ESD, Division of UN Priorities in
Education, UNESCO )

[ Panelists]
Ms Yoko Mochizuki (Education for Sustainable Development Specialist at the
United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies
(UNU-IAS), Japan)
Mr Arjen Wals, (Associate Professor, Wageningen University, The

Netherlands)
Mr Overson Shumba,  (Professor, Copperbelt University, Zambia)
Ms Konai Helu Thaman (Professor, University of South Pacific, Fiji)

Mr Joe Heimlich (Associate Professor, Ohio State University School of
Environment and Natural Resources

Mr Hirofumi Abe (Professor, Okayama University, Japan)

Mr Yoshiyuki Nagata (Associate Professor, The University of the Sacred
Heart, Japan)

Ms Aline Bory-Adams introduced herself and welcomed the participants. She
started by highlighting the importance of research in ESD. She highlighted some
key events and picked out the Roadmap for Creating a Research Foundation to
Support the DESD that emanated from the 4th International Conference on
Environmental Education (ICEE) Workshop in Ahmedbad, India in November
2007. She spoke of some of the key points from this Workshop including the
Roadmap and emphasized the need to mobilize funding and the need to disseminate
research nationally and internationally. She then invited the first of the speakers to
give their presentation.

Presentation
Ms Yoko Mochizuki, Education for Sustainable Development Specialist at the
United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS, Japan)
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Ms Mochizuki introduced RCEs & Prosper.Net. She gave some background
information about these schemes and showed the geographical distribution of RCEs
worldwide as well as the organizations that contribute to them. She spoke of the
vertical and horizontal nature of RCEs and explained how they sit in the local
contexts.

Ms Mochizuki spoke of the publications that are being promoted through RCEs and
the case-studies that are disseminated about RCEs in some of these publications.
She suggested that this helps promote good practice. She mentioned the RCE
Working Group on Assessment. She also talked about the sub-networks that are
forming within RCEs often around key themes such as Biodiversity and e-Learning.
In terms of Prosper.Net she explained its three aims, to:

a) Embed sustainability in Public Policy
b) Embed sustainability in Faculty Training
¢) Embed sustainability in Business Schools

Mr Arjen Wals, Associate Professor, Wageningen University, The Netherlands

Mr Wals introduced a more general overview of ESD Research. He stated the need
for a more holistic approach to research instead of focusing on smaller areas which
has traditionally been the case in academia. He talked of the need to look into the
impacts of research, e.g. is ESD working, that impacts on society are there? He
spoke of research into contextualizing and conceptualizing ESD and the
relationships between different sectors of education. He also mentioned ESD
governance and policy making and asked what kind of human resource
development is needed for this.

Mr Wals highlighted learning as important and in particular the need to understand
the kinds of learning that promote SD and how this can be supported, especially in
a world that is very set in its disciplinary approach to teaching and learning. He

stressed the importance of making research results accessible to the general public.

Mr Wals suggested notions of sustainability have implications on the way we
research and mentioned Mode 2 Research, which is research where not only
scientific knowledge counts but also other forms of knowledge (e.g. spirituality).
He said that we should recognize “Citizen Science’ where people gather data about
their local environment. He reiterated the need for holistic thinking, seeing
communities as a whole and the implications this has for research methodologies.
He commended participatory research and research that includes the non-human
world. He stated that Mode 2 Research is still marginalized in academia and this
leads to issues such as difficulties in getting publications. He also listed some
advantages from this type of research, for example creating partnership.

Mr Wals highlighted that there is a need for alternative reward systems in academia
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and the opportunity to use sustainability issues to link universities and the
communities that support them. Finally, he suggested the need for ways to promote
knowledge sharing such as open-access web sites.

Mr Overson Shumba, Professor, Copperbelt University, Zambia

Mr Shumba introduced himself and his local context and educational background,
stressing how this has shaped some of his views on education. He introduced his
case-study which focused on how ESD can contribute to the quality and relevance
of education for all. He stated that there were two aims for this:

a) To learn how to do ESD research
b) To learn from this process

Mr Shumba explained that his local context and the fact that there are many
environmental and other risks make people vulnerable (e.g. poverty, political
instability). He explained that the education systems of some African countries are
failing to contribute positively to resolve the risks mentioned. He stated that the
universities involved in the scheme he introduced are focused on building capacity
for research. He spoke of the current research projects including work on flooding,
looking into the positive aspects of this as opposed to the negative. He suggested
the need to map out sustainability issues and how to mainstream them in order to
increase their relevance.

Mr Shumba went on to express the role of ESD for social transformation. He talked
about the terminology often used to describe communities as ‘poor’ communities.
He asked people to think about other ways to look at this. He raised some important
points about educational systems, for example the impact of English as a Second
Language in ESD. He questioned how we can engage communities in ESD research
and suggested the need for a paradigm shift in this research but he also questioned
in terms of advocacy whether this must leads to action.

Ms Bory-Adams then spoke about some of the new considerations mentioned about
ESD research and opened the floor to questions.

Questions and Comments

The NC representative for the Philippines clarified whether Mr Arjen Wals was
focusing on sustainability in relation to the ‘strength of man?” She clarified with Mr
Shumba that he was promoting participatory research.

The NC representative for Lebanon spoke of the current financial crisis and
whether this would have happened had there been more ESD. He questioned
whether there was a feeling among poorer countries that they were suffering as a
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result of the lack of sustainable development in economically richer countries. He
also highlighted what the real impacts of ESD have been in the actual classroom.

The NC representative for India suggested the need to look at to what extent ESD
exists in other subjects and the contradictions that may exist between ESD content
and other subjects in terms of the message they are portraying.

The representative from the Central Asian Cluster Office asked whether researchers
are using thematic research based on needs analysis.

Mr Derek Elias, Programme Specialist, Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD) and Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) at UNESCO
Bangkok observed one key issue brought out in EFA Goal 6 and suggested that
there is a gap in research relating to content. He went on to talk about regional and
international disparities and how people should go about developing indicators to
monitor this.

Mr Shamar, India provided two small reflections of Mr Wals’ presentation. He
confirmed that there was a need for scientific recognition for ESD research. He
suggested that ESD research was more complex than other subjects due to the
multi-faceted nature of ESD itself. Mr Shamar expressed a desire for new research
methodologies to cater for this. He reiterated a point from yesterday - saying there
needs to be collaborative research (involving civil society, the industry, political
statesmen).

Mr Wals explained that the issues raised are huge and need more time for
discussion. In relation to the complexity of ESD Research and its inter-disciplinary
nature, he questioned whether there was a need to look for alternative ways to
disseminate research away from the current peer-review system to a multi-sector
review approach, which could involve industry and other partners. He mentioned
that there is a need to think about the quality of the research being undertaken (for
example, what the conditions that stimulate the formation of RCEs?). He said we
have a responsibility to expose inequalities and introduced
www.radicalmathematics.org as a good example of how ESD concepts can be
integrated into more traditional educational disciplines.

Mr Shumba said that ESD research needed to be relevant to communities. He added
that there is a need to think about context and whether we should start at the global
or local context in terms of how we educate. He argued that Mode 2 Research
allows for action research which allows teachers to explore ESD learning.
Presentation

Ms Konai Helu Thaman, Professor, University of South Pacific, Fiji
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Ms Thaman thanked the organizers and the Japanese government. She gave some
background information about her context and explained that this impacts the work
done on ESD. She introduced some of the realities of, and highlighted some current
issues relevant to, ESD (for example, dependency on foreign intellectual and
financial resources).

Ms Thaman explained about the Pacific ESD Framework and explained that she
comes to the Forum with a regional approach to ESD and that her university was an
ACCU Centre of Excellence and an RCE. She spoke about formal education over
the last 100 years and explained that this is a major contributor to unsustainable
development. She gave some insight into the different values that exist in thinking
about educational issues.

In terms of research, Ms Thaman explained that there has been a focus on looking
into indigenous educational ideas and the importance of culture in her region and
how these differ from much more traditional educational pedagogy. She expressed
the idea of society as a co-researcher and of the interest of research into ethics
(especially across cultures). She introduced the ‘Kakala’ research framework and
explained its importance as a metaphor for the research process covering different
stages; preparing, gathering, making, giving and evaluating.

Ms Thaman explained that this framework has been applied to ESD research and
that data is now being used to develop teacher training and other areas. She
suggested that this kind of research can contribute to the global research agenda.
She argued that it stimulates study of indigenous knowledge but there are still
challenges such as lack of institutional support, including towards raising the
profile of such indigenous research frameworks.

Mr Joe Heimlich, Associate Professor, Ohio State University School of
Environment and Natural Resources

Mr Heimlich expressed his thanks to the organizers and then explained that the
discussions have already begun as what the new targets for ESD are. He asked
whether education is a means to an end and if ESD is the end target or if the end
target is a sustainable society. He questioned whether we are really building a more
long-term sustainable system or if the focus of ESD is this decade of activity
(DESD). He argued that the answers to these questions are important in shaping
how we monitor and set indicators. He suggested there is a movement from the
‘what’ to the ‘what” and the ‘why.’

Mr Heimlich explained some constructs of teaching. He argued that much ESD
research looks at teachers as a delivery information system not as a whole person.
He said most of the research has looked into what children learn. He argued that we
also need to consider values and attitudes and look at the cultural context and how
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we situate learning into the learner’s life. He introduced the notion of the need to
balance ESD messages especially to younger learners. He also introduced research
on life stage action and how that impacts on sustainable lifestyles. He called for the
need to look at where these young learners get messages on a daily basis as school
is often not the principal source of educational input.

Mr Heimlich introduced ideas such as ‘Research on Research’, questioning for
example how we are using the findings from existing research. He argued that this
Is important in order to track the progress of the DESD and reduce replication. He
suggested that we need to look critically at the ‘RoadMap’ and how it affects
learning in ESD. He raised the question as to how we build a body of evidence for
ESD research. He suggested we need to look more closely to what instruction is and
include ideas about the group and individual when considering this. Overall, he
argued that we need to look more cohesively towards a target for the future.

In a response to the presentation, Ms Thaman expressed the notion that counter-
diversity in the classroom is very difficult to introduce. She reiterated the need to
think in a more circular way, she explained that the future is the past and that
thinking in a linear fashion can be very difficult for some societies. She spoke of
ways to reclaim indigenous knowledge systems. She also explained that it was
difficult to continue with this type of research as it is difficult to get it published.

Mr Heimlich responded that there are so many different developmental models and
that unlearning is important if we want to become more authentic. He reiterated that
we need to know where we’re going, that we need a target.

Mr Hirofumi Abe, Professor, Okayama University, Japan

Mr Abe introduced a review of agendas for ESD research and innovation and
lessons learned from recent practices, referred to as ‘good practices’. He outlined
some of the research processes used including: identifying local/communities needs
and actions regarding SD, bridging the research gap between theory and reality. He
stated that key factors in the process were stimulating research activity regarding
ESD, building capacity for practitioners, disseminating research and providing
forums to present research findings. He stated that in Japan, many universities,
government and members of civil society are involved in ESD and gave numerous
examples including Iwate, Miyagi, Okayama and Kobe.

Mr Abe spoke of several RCEs including Okayama, Hyogo-Kobe, Chubu and
Greater Sendai. He suggested that a principal reason for this involvement is
government funding, giving examples of the MEXT support program and MOEJ
Environmental Leadership Initiative for Asian Sustainability (ELIAS). He
introduced the Domestic network of Japanese Universities for ESD (HESD) and
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ProSPER. Net and also spoke about the UNESCO Chair at universities and
UNESCO Associated Schools.

Mr Abe went on to highlight the roles of HEIs in promoting ESD research and
innovation, the need for national funding to stimulate ESD efforts and the need to
enhance participation of HEIs in local ESD activities to bridge the researcher-
practitioner gap.

Mr Yoshiyuki Nagata, The University of the Sacred Heart, Japan

Mr Nagata mentioned the need for a paradigm shift in education and suggested that
ESD can be a driving force for educational change, but if this is the case that we
need to consider where we are driving to. He introduced the idea that traditionally
we have had a tendency to look at details when it comes to an evaluation of
educational activities, but the HOPE (Holistic, Participatory & Empowering)
approach for the evaluation of ESD projects is designed to revitalize and
reconceptualize this.

The HOPE approach was created by the participants of the Workshop on
Evaluation Approaches from ESD Perspectives in Asia and the Pacific (Tokyo-
Miyagi, Japan, June 2008), initiated by the Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for
UNESCO (ACCU). In a hope that it would provide a model of befitted evaluation
practice in light of ESD, the evaluation missions applying the approach were
conducted at project sites in seven countries of the Asia-Pacific region. They are
part of the ten projects under the ACCU-UNESCO Asia-Pacific Innovation
Programme for ESD supported by the Japanese Funds-in-Trust with UNESCO.

Mr Nagata showed a video of the evaluation missions that were conducted this
summer in Vietnam and Mongolia. He then shared some guiding principles of the
model including respecting local cultures and adopting an inter-disciplinary
approach. He raised some points about the role of the researcher and promoted a
participatory research methodology which he explained in detail.

Mr Nagata also stressed one of the important characteristics of HOPE, using both
qualitative and quantitative methodologies. As part of the qualitative methodology,
he shared with the audience some of the voices of the learners and teachers with
their photos. As part of the quantitative data, on the other hand, he showed results
representing the change of participants’ ‘degree of hope’ before and after the
project implementation. Especially in the case of Vietnam, the HOPE approach
found the stakeholders of the target groups there with more hopes compared to their
state of minds before and at the launch of the ESD projects.

Finally, Mr Nagata made some recommendations as to the type of research that
should be promoted focusing on the evaluation of ESD as follows:
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1) Research with emphasis on values, behavior, life-styles and well-being should
be conducted as an integral part of ESD programme.

2) Research on evaluation methodology and indicator suited for and to promote
ESD practices in FE, NFE and IFE should be encouraged.

5 Questions and Comments

Mr Cartwright from New Zealand stated that he wanted to make a proposal for
research that is a little different, specifically research that would review the

underpinning model of ESD and whether it is robust enough to take the DESD
forward. He argued that the “Triple-Bottom-Line’ (TBL) model is obsolete. He
discussed ‘strong sustainability” and the need for a shift away from the TBL model.
He explained how the model that has been used in collaborative work between his
organization and other involved parties is a new way of thinking where the human
and economic systems are embedded in the ecological sphere. It recognizes the

ecological system is the key to SD, he proposed that there should be a shift towards
this model.

A speaker from Mexico stated that although there is agreement on the need for a
paradigm shift, that RCEs are exclusive and questioned whether this is necessary to
have a university as a host organization for an RCE.

Mr Nagata spoke about the link between ESD and TVET. He highlighted good
practice in Palau which is a Christian school. He added that students look at the
life-cycles of products they make to improve understanding of ESD concepts in
their learning.

The NC for Bangladesh mentioned community development and empowerment are
important. He described the present situation relating to Japanese researchers. He
explained the need to move outside the research lab into the community. He argued
the need for a mechanism (especially in Japan) for community awareness in ESD.

Mr Heimlich spoke about TVET in relation to ESD, he asked how effective ESD in
TVET had been and how scholarly we have been in research efforts. He spoke
about radical and transformative education.

Ms Thaman spoke about the notion of global ecology, she spoke about the limiting
nature of the use of English as a world language. She gave the three pillars as an
example, as from an indigenous perspective life encompasses these three sectors
and they are not separate entities. She expressed the difficulties that people working
with her in her region often have in understanding the language of ESD. She also
expressed positive support for the global ecology model of ESD as introduced by
Mr Cartwright.

Mr Shumba spoke of the need to take seriously the importance of ESD. He
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explained the need to look for and use evidence from ESD research to improve our
quality of life.

Mr Wals spoke of the consensus for the need for a paradigm shift in education and
research. He argued that it’s deeply ironic that the highest forms of education ill
equip us to help the world right now and that as mentioned previously unlearning is
a key part of ESD.

Ms Mochizuki explained that RCEs don’t always use universities as a host
organization and gave examples where RCEs are hosted by government. She
suggested that it would be great to see private sector hosting for RCEs in the future.

Ms Bory-Adams picked out some key points of the session such as the need for
unlearning and a paradigm shift in education to promote ESD as well as the idea of
multi-actor agencies to review ESD research. She expressed the need to use and
develop existing networks. She closed the session by thanking the organizers for
making the Forum possible.

Finally, Ms Bory-Adams mentioned the recommendations stemming from this
session that would be forwarded to the World Conference. She closed the Session
by stressing the need for a follow-up conference after the World Conference
possibly in 2010.
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Plenary Session
Recommendations to the World Conference on ESD
Friday 5" December 2008

[ Facilitator]

Mr Tetsuo Tamura (Chairperson, Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO)
[Panelists]
Mr Carl Lindberg (Former Vice Minister of Education and Science, Sweden)
Mr Teiichi Sato (Executive Director, Tokyo National Museum; Former

Ambassador, Japanese Permanent Delegate to UNESCO)

Mr Mark Richmond (Director, Division for Coordination of UN Priorities in
Education, UNESCO)

Mr Derek Elias (Programme Specialist, Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) and Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET), UNESCO Bangkok)

Mr Tetsuo Tamura who was the facilitator of the session stated that he believed the
forum facilitated intensive discussions about ESD and that there was significant
progress made in meeting the deadline.

Mr Carl Lindberg: A Summary of Session One & Recommendations from it for the
World Conference in 2009

Mr Lindberg went on to make a number of recommendations to UNESCO such as
that it use all available means to inject the sustainable development perspective into
EFA, integrating ESD values into it; clearly define sustainable development as an
overall perspective; fully exploit the ASP network and other linked networks,
saturating them with ESD values; collaborate with member states to penetrate the
media, internet, NC networks in order to advance the visibility of successful ESD
programs and recommend the UN Global Impact initiative to disseminate and
promote ESD to its members.

In addition to this, Mr Lindberg called out to UNESCO National Commissions to
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encourage their national leadership to get active in ESD, and to further incorporate
its principles into their curriculum. He suggested that they put forth a UNESCO
declaration on ESD for the commission to organize and exploit national and
international networks for ESD dissemination to all relevant stakeholders. He argued
for the introduction of special awards by both the government and corporations to
promote the dissemination of fundamental ESD concepts. He also stressed that NCs
should support organizations like the UNU-IAS to reinforce cooperation between
pre-schools, schools and universities. He urged governments & agencies for
international aid & cooperation and raise the idea for a requirement that sustainable
development concepts could be embedded into their educational systems in return
for aid. He also promoted cooperation from the North-South perspective and placed
emphasis on the importance of ESD in rediscovering the link between nature and
humankind which he argued was somewhat contrary to present-day materialism.

With regards to joint UNESCO & National Commission efforts, Mr Lindberg
promoted cooperation aimed at developing at least one visible programme,
commenting also on the need for funding contributions for this programme. He
highlighted the need to develop a more multi-dimensional, concrete and visible
understanding of ESD. He encouraged discussions on this at various education-
related forums & conferences that provide access to Education Ministers. He also
picked out two concrete examples; the dissemination of the Recommendations for
Higher Education Institutions from the August 2007 Conference in Tokyo and the
emphasis of the contribution of ESD to the intangible cultural heritage by linking it
to the implementation of the 2003 Convention.

Mr Teiichi Sato: A Summary of Session Two & Recommendations from it for the
World Conference in 2009

Mr Lindberg’s presentation was followed by Mr Sato whose focus was on
partnerships and Flagship Programmes. He summarized key points from Thursday’s
Sessions on the ‘Formulation of Flagship Programmes’ and ‘Partnerships Towards a
Global Consortium.” He stated that ESD cannot be done in an isolated manner by
UNESCO itself or other stakeholders and reemphasized the need for partnerships to
address ESD. He did acknowledge that the promotion of ESD through various
UNESCO activities was necessary and, further, that these partnerships and networks
needed consistent reinforcement. He also stressed the importance of the sharing and
dissemination of good practices, highlighting specific examples introduced by other
panelists, such as those by Mr Campino of Deutsche Telekom and Mr Heron of
Veolia Environment, each of which tackled stakeholder involvement and
environmental activities in support of ESD. In addition, he brought up some points
raised by Mr Kiso, such as the importance of government-private sector cooperation
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and the creation of a network-centric global consortium to strengthen networks and
partnerships.

Finally, Mr Sato concluded that we are going to continue these discussions in the
World Conference next year.

Mr Mark Richmond: A Summary of Session Three & Recommendations from it for
the World Conference in 2009

Mr Richmond followed with a presentation of his own, with an emphasis on
domestic and international dissemination of ESD research. He reviewed various
issues that previous panelists introduced, such as the development of sub-networks
in the context of RCEs with a mind to ESD monitoring and evaluating. He also
highlighted the call for transformative research and the need to reject factionalism to
shift to a holistic and realistic vision of ESD. He argued that research should be
more widely disseminated and reiterated calls for multi-participant/practitioner
evaluation.

Mr Richmond stated that ESD is a tool for transformation and that it should be
integrated into a cross-curricular context. He commented on the need to work with
targets in researching ESD and develop alternative/radical models of knowledge. He
emphasized the familiar call that education in its current form requires a paradigm
shift and that ESD can become an agent of change for education. He stressed the
role of HEIs in research and called for them to build bridges with their local
communities to disseminate the message of ESD. He also re-visited an example of
ESD implementation in the Pacific Island context, and how various cultural and
context-specific efforts were effecting change in the developing world, but still
maintaining indigenous values and knowledge along the way. Final
recommendations in order to support research in ESD were to :

a) Encourage HEIs to engage with local communities to address local
sustainability challenges

b) Support networks of HEIs nationally and internationally to enhance their
capacities to contribute to ESD and the DESD

¢) Incorporate relevant indigenous and local knowledge systems into ESD

research

d) Conduct research with an emphasis on values, behavior, life-styles and well-
being as an integral part of ESD programmes

e) Create a national funding system to stimulate ESD efforts in HEIs

f) Organize a follow-up international meeting to discuss ESD Research after
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the World Conference in 2009

IV Mr Derek Elias: A Summary of the Asia/Pacific Regional Session &

Recommendations from it for the World Conference in 2009

In closing this session, Mr Elias made a presentation entitled ‘Snapshots from the
Asia-Pacific Regional Session.” In this talk, he briefly covered a process that he
termed “Links-Catalyzers-Methods-Road Ahead” that covered directions and
methods that ESD would take in the Asia-Pacific region. He gave the view that ESD
would permeate the educational system and would be the fundamental orientation
around which education would be administered. He argued that a comprehensive
approach to achieve this was needed including effective ways to administer, monitor
and evaluate key actions and innovations as this would produce optimal results.

Mr Elias also argued that although results are the ultimate measure of ESD efforts,
the process for achieving these also matters, and that the overall process needed
attention. In other words, his process consists of establishing/strengthening links,
recognizing preconditions and catalytic elements, implementing functional methods,
and meeting future opportunities/challenges with positive efforts and structural
solutions, a process he dubbed ‘Revolution/Re-orientation & Re-design’.

Mr Elias further elaborated on these concepts mentioning the links between EFA
and ESD. He stated that contexts need to be taken into consideration and highlighted
existing networks, policies and activities that must be exploited (e.g. UNESS &
UNDAF). With regards to preconditions/catalytic elements, he stated that political
will was paramount; that national level efforts involving ministries was essential
(including inter-agency inter-disciplinary efforts) in the context of the shift from a
knowledge society to a learning society, and that efforts had to be relevant to local
conditions, which was the final arbiter of quality, with a perpetual eye to forging
strategic partnerships. He also mentioned that EFA is a pre-condition to sustainable
development.

As for methods, Mr Elias suggested that these had to be locally relevant and involve
functioning modalities, communication strategies and training/professional
development. He stated that synergies were necessary to share experiences and case
studies for developing effective curricula. He argued that the road ahead consists of
countless challenges that will require structural solutions so that mapping the current
position, along with acquiring and using relevant statistics for quality assessment,
developing quality indicators, identifying baseline data and conducting impact
assessments were all key points in moving ESD forward.

Mr Elias spoke about curriculum development, and basic research towards
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educational reform, all through engaging the UNESCO “family.” He stressed that by
forging close partnerships it would be possible to form synergies with the purpose of
effectively implementing inter-agency DESD coordination (with
UNEP/UNU/ACCU/etc.) and singled this out as a priority.

Mr Elias explained that a key point from the session was that there was a shared
understanding of ESD as a lifelong learning effort. He then closed his presentation
by reiterating that high-level leadership of the ministerial and policymaking class
had to coordinate efforts to re-orient both formal and non-formal curricula, as well
as monitor on a regional and national level, and that UNESCO was not funding
agency but a technical agency.

Questions & Comments

Mr Kiso then reiterated his main points of Japanese good practices (based on MEXT
materials) and the promotion of the global consortium for enhanced network-
building for the conclusion/recommendations. Mr Lindberg mentioned that the
Nigerian representative brought up good points on tangible and intangible cultural
heritage and it should appear in the conclusions and recommendations. Some other
points Mr Kiso raised were:

a) the importance of reaching out to civil society to engage them in ESD

b) the importance of media partnerships in promoting ESD

c) the need to reject unsustainable lifestyles and development models

d) the DESD is showing people what can be done towards sustainable
development

e) the need for the political will to support ESD and the DESD

Mr Tamura then spoke about Plato and comments on morality, he said that ESD is
something that we need to acquire through our actions and may become a new
discipline of study.

The NC representative for the Philippines said she was happy that the draft includes
reference to the MDGs and reiterated her comments from previous sessions for the
need for a new ‘man’ in the twenty first century.

The NC representative for India suggested that two aspects could be strengthened in
the draft. The first of these related to partnerships with the media which he said
could be seen as an opportunity to move closer towards sustainable development.
The second aspect was the need to mainstream ESD to tackle unsustainable
lifestyles
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Mr Tamura suggested that the Forum had been significant in preparing for the World
Conference next year, he then closed the session.
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Closing Session
Friday 5™ December 2008

Mr Richmond began the Closing Session with his observations that the present
Forum was an excellent mid-point opportunity to exchange ideas and share various
experiences with an eye to the coming World Conference in Germany. He reiterated
that the DESD was universal and that all nations have a responsibility to promote its
importance and contribute to it. He added that although a diverse range of parties
and stakeholders were involved, they were heading in the same direction.

He also encouraged a re-evaluation of the concept of sustainable development,
suggesting that the current crises related to finance, food, the environment,
sanitation and health require people to reevaluate what SD means. He warned that
stakeholders must have more dialogue with all those working with ESD for the
educational community to properly address sustainable development and remain up-
to-date.

Mr Richmond strongly emphasized the lack of resources to implement “all and
everything’, and suggested that in a period when UNESCO is being asked to do
more and more to move ESD forwards, there was a limit to responsibility if the
resources were simply unavailable. He concluded on a positive note by stating his
hopes that the second half of the decade would surpass the first.

Mr Kiso proclaimed that sustainable development is facing many new challenges
and opportunities including the Flagship Projects, the World Consortium and
partnerships between NGOs and the private sector. He emphasized that ultimately
action was needed instead of more words. He said that he was looking forward to
seeing more positive outcomes of these actions by the time of the World Conference
in 2009.

Mr Bernecker stated that the degree of intelligence, creativity, commitment and
action from all those involved in ESD was incredible but that much more still
needed to be done. He called for all stakeholders including the private sector and
politicians to mobilize for maximum effect, arguing that for this to happen those
promoting ESD need to communicate more effectively and efficiently. He added
that the current crisis required creative solutions, organization, teamwork, and
optimization of effort. The idea that current world crises required humans to re-
assess their existence was also re-emphasized by Mr Bernecker.
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Mr Bernecker closed with accolades for the present Forum, saying that its
organization by MEXT and associates was impeccable and would be hard to outdo
and adding that it would be used as a model for the World Conference in Germany.
He finished with a quote from a 19™ Century German philosopher saying “when the
dangers are growing, what may save us is also growing,” stressing that we need to
remain optimistic and motivated as we move into the second half of the DESD, at
which point the Forum was officially closed.
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IConclusion and Recommendation|

Conclusion and Recommendation to the World Conference on ESD
by International Forum on ESD Dialogue 2008
5 December 2008 Tokyo, Japan

I. The UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD, 2005-2014)
was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly through Resolution
A/RES/57/254 in 2002 and was launched in 2005. Since the inception of the
Decade, for whose promotion UNESCO was designated the lead agency, the
international community has discussed the needs, fundamental concepts and
objectives of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), recognizing its key
importance for future generations. UNESCO, its Member States, other UN bodies
and a diverse range of partners will discuss the achievements and challenges of
implementing the DESD as well as strategies for the remainder of the Decade at
the World Conference on ESD in Bonn Germany (31 March — 2 April 2009).

The International Forum on ESD Dialogue 2008 (Tokyo, Japan, 2 - 5 December
2008) was held for a number of purposes: to use our collective learning as a basis
for enhanced future action; to identify results-oriented strategic projects for the
second half of the Decade; to explore the possibility of a global consortium on
ESD involving the private sector and NGOs; and to consider the contribution of
research and innovation to the Decade. Furthermore, it considered inputs from a
number of Member States in the Asia-Pacific region. It is expected that this Forum
will contribute to the promotion of ESD in a systematic and comprehensive
manner and to enhancing the visibility of the DESD.

The 2009 World Conference on ESD will be an important opportunity to
strengthen the implementation of the DESD, including the leadership role of
UNESCO. To this end, a list of recommendations to the Bonn Conference has
now been compiled.
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[I. The International Forum on ESD Dialogue 2008, meeting in Tokyo from 2 to 5
December, 2008,

Recalling the expectations for the DESD expressed by Member States in United
Nations Assembly Resolution 57/254,

Also recalling UNESCO'’s role as the lead agency to promote the DESD, as set
out in General Assembly Resolution 57/254,

Further recalling the comprehensive and strategic framework provided by the
International Implementation Scheme (IIS) which was adopted by the 172nd
Session of UNESCO'’s Executive Board in 2005,

Recognizing UNESCO'’s global leadership role and its implementation support
based on the IIS over the past four years as well the valuable contribution of other
UN agencies,

Also recognizing that education plays an important role in achieving sustainable
development worldwide, as confirmed, among others international events, by the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development 2002, and acknowledging the DESD as a unique opportunity for
UNESCO and its Member States to educate for sustainable development,

Reaffirming that the DESD promotes quality education for all, which is at the heart
of the Education for All (EFA) agenda, and contributes to the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGS),

Congratulating the Member States on the many initiatives they have implemented
during the course of the DESD to date.

76

The International Forum on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Dialogue 2008
Midpoint Event of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD)



lll. We, the participants in the International Forum, recommend to the Member
States of UNESCO to:

1.

Include the principles, values and practices of sustainable development as an
important element of their strategies in all settings, types and levels of
education;

Assist each other in implementation of the DESD through, among other things,
exchange of good practices and innovations in ESD;

Make full use of schemes, frameworks, institutions and networks, such as the
Associated Schools Project (ASP) Network, the UNEVOC Centre and its
global network, the UNESCO Chairs network, UNESCO Category 2 Centres
and UNU Regional Centres of Expertise on ESD (RCESs) as laboratories of
ideas for innovative research, methods, teaching and learning in ESD, in
particular, flagship projects which could guide stakeholders in implementing
ESD and thereby enhance the visibility of the Decade;

Consolidate and strengthen partnerships with UN agencies, and build up
closer connections with various stakeholders, in particular, higher education
institutions, NGOs, the private sector and media.

IV. Participants in the Forum also call upon the Director-General of UNESCO to
take the necessary steps so that UNESCO:

Promotes an accelerated implementation of the DESD, in line with the IIS;
Builds a stronger relationship between EFA and ESD;

Facilitates cooperation between Member States on ESD, including through
implementation of flagship projects and exchanges between ASPnet

schools, UNEVOC Centres, UNESCO Chairs and other networks for the
promotion of North-South and South-South cooperation;

77

The International Forum on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Dialogue 2008
Midpoint Event of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD)



4. Facilitates intersectoral activities in ESD such as the Man and Biosphere
Programme of Biosphere Reserves as learning laboratories for ESD;

5. Promotes worldwide cooperation mechanisms in favour of ESD, particularly
by reinforcing partnerships between all stakeholders such as Member
States ,NGOs, the private sector and media;

6. Assist Member States to develop ESD programmes well suited to their
specific conditions and needs;

7. Strengthens efforts to raise the visibility and understanding of ESD in the
international community.

8. Invites Member States to support the development of national research
agendas and to strengthen the capacity of higher education institutions for ESD
research and innovations, including incorporating relevant indigenous and local
knowledge systems.
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