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The Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU) is a non-profit organisation 
for Asia and the Pacific regional activities in line with the principles of UNESCO. 
ACCU has been implementing programmes on the safeguarding of tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage, book development and literacy education, jointly with 
Asian-Pacific UNESCO Member States since its inception in April 1971. Culture 
programmes aim at promoting activities for mutual understanding and 
safeguarding of cultural heritage in Asia and the Pacific, through various means, 
such as training for those who work in the field of culture and book development, 
concours for artists, and production and promotion of publications in indigenous 
languages.  
In Asia and the Pacific Region, there are multifarious forms of ICH. Due to the rapid social 
changes, a significant part of this rich heritage is on the verge of disappearance.   
 
 

ACCUɀs Three Approaches to Safeguarding ICH   
 

Transmission 
To safeguard ICH, it is of primary importance to ensure its sound transmission. If the 
last practitioner of a certain ICH passes away without handing down his/her 
knowledge/skill, the heritage is lost forever. So, it is essential to create an encouraging 
environment for transmission and to help practitioners of both old and young 
generations to be aware of the significance of handing down and upholding the 
heritage. 
 

Education and Awareness 
Raising awareness of its value among the public, particularly the youth and children, 
is indispensable in gaining support for practitioners and tradition-bearers to practice, 
recreate and transmit the heritage.   
 
Recording and Documentation 
It greatly helps transmission of ICH to record and document ICH as precisely and 
comprehensively as possible. It is particularly important when it comes to those 
cultural expressions which are on the verge of disappearance and requires urgent 
measures. 
 
 
 
 
 




